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1. Abstract

Most of the terminology in medicine originates from the Greek
language revealing the impact of the ancient Greeks on modern
medicine. However, the volume of literature regarding the etymology
of Greek words and terms used in everyday medical practice is
sparse. We provide a comprehensive and analytical guide concerning
the etymology and meaning of Greek words and terms currently used
exactly as they are in the field of Gastroenterology. The etymology
and origin of almost all Greek words used in gastroenterology
including suffixes and prefixes are listed and analyzed. We humbly
believe that understanding the etymology of medical Greek terms and
words leads to an accurate, precise and comprehensive expression
of scientific medical language, while increasing the productivity of
learning when using medical terminology. In addition, knowledge
of the meaning of roots, prefixes and adjectives allows doctors and
students to thoroughly analyze medical phrases. This is perhaps
the greatest aid in the learning process to fully understanding the
vocabulary of medicine.

2. Keywords

Greece; Gastroenterology; Etymology; Ancient Greece; Greek
language

3. Introduction

Greek is the language perceived as the symbol of the Western
civilization representing the transition point between Eastern
wisdom and Western science. It is spoken by at least 26 million
people all over the world including Greece. It represents the oldest
attested language that still survives, having its literature existing for
more than 3,000 years! [1]. The Greek language is considered to be
the richest in the world including more than 5 million words and
70-million-word types! Moreover, Greek roots are regularly used to
coin new words (especially in medicine) for other languages. Greek
words and terms remain the cornerstone basis for coinages in the
majority of science disciplines including anthropology, photography,
and biomechanics.

The contribution of the Greek language to medicine is well known.
Although the dominant language of today’s medicine, the official
language of most international conferences, as well as the language
of the most influential medical journals is English, we should not
forget that 90% of the English medical vocabulary is of Greek origin
and that a huge number of medical words and terms have their roots
in the ancient Greece [2]. On the other hand, a quite large number
of medical terms and words have been transferred from Greek to
English without modifications except for substituting the Greek
alphabet with Latin. Therefore, understanding the linguistic roots
and meaning of medical terminology would significantly increase the
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accuracy and understanding of everyday medical speech.

Etymology is the part of Grammar that deals with the analysis of
a word in its components in order to find accurately both the origin
and the meaning. The word etymology derives from the Greek word
étupoloyia (etumologia) itself from £tupov (étumon), meaning “true
sense, or sense of a truth” (true, real, certain) and the suffix-logia,
denoting «the study of». At the same time, etymology studies and
examines the union of two or more words that lead to the formation
of a new word, which morphologically and semantically often differs
from the words that make it up. By studying etymology, we better
discern the source of words, understand their “adventures” and
more easily understand the process of producing new words and the
semantic re-coloring of older ones.

Medical terminology was created during the renaissance
along with the science of anatomy to accurately define the various
diagnoses, treatments, and diagnostic procedures. Much of the
medical terminology we use today is attributed to Hippocrates, the
“father of medicine”, as well as to Claudius Galen, one of the most
legendary doctors in the Roman Empire [3,4]. The earliest sources
of Western medical terminology come from the Hippocratic books
from the 5 th and 4 th centuries BC, covering most of the aspects of
medicine of that period. Today, only a small part of the new medical
terminology originates from the Greek language as English became
the language of choice in Medicine. New medical terms come from
everyday English e.g. the terms and words “bypass operation”,
“screening” and “scanning”.

In this article, we provide a guide covering the Greek words
used in the field of Gastroenterology specialty and try to familiarize
the readers with medical words having their roots in ancient Greek
vocabulary. We consider that understanding the etymological and
morphological mechanisms of the formation of these words would
result in an efficient way to acquire and remember complicated and
unknown gastroenterological words and phrases of Greek origin [5].

2.Materials and Methods

The authors have thoroughly studied the contents of classic
international gastroenterology books written in English [6,7],
various monographs of gastrointestinal content [8], a large number of
English-Greek and Greek-English medical dictionaries [9-24], as well
as relevant references included in the main international databases
including PubMed, Scopus, and Google, using the key-words
“Gastroenterology”, “Greek language”, “Etymology”, and “Ancient
Greek Medicine”. All identified Gastroenterological medical words
and terms of Greek origin were recorded and listed in alphabetical
order. The main criterion for the selection and inclusion of these
words and terms was their Greek origin as well as their formulation
and adoption in the international literature by a simple replacement
of the Greek with the Latin alphabet. This was followed by their
etymological analysis with the use of international etymological
dictionaries. This in-depth etymological analysis was significantly
helped by the long-term involvement and the precise knowledge and
understanding of the Greek language by the authors. The analysis
and the literary elaboration were certainly further facilitated as two
of the authors are qualified translator (N.L.T), and philologist (M.T),
respectively.

For the text to be better incorporated, the authors considered it
necessary to make initially some general comments regarding the
structure of the medical terms and words. All linguists agree that
the structure of medical words and terms is based on three standard
word parts namely prefix, root, and suffix, components that are
assembled to create an abundance of terms [2]. So, prefix appears
at the beginning of a medical term indicating location, direction,
type, quality, or quantity. The prefix identifies the word’s meaning,
although it does not appear in all medical terms. A certain prefix
can modify the meaning of the word root. Generally, prefixes do not
require modification to be added to a word root. On the other hand,
root represents the most essential meaning of the term as the great
majority of them include at least one root. It normally refers to an
organ, tissue, or condition. When a prefix has not been included the

medical term begins with a root. The root “occupies” the middle of
the word stating its basic meaning. Finally, suffix usually appears at
the end of a term aiming to define the exact meaning e.g. condition,
procedure etc. [25]. Alternatively, the suffix may simply make the word
a noun or adjective [26]. It may indicate a specialty, test, procedure,
function, disorder, and status or simply define whether the word is
a noun, verb, or adjective. For example, “-itis” means inflammation,
and “-ectomy” means removal. Suffixes are also categorized as
either needing or not the compounding form since they start with a
vowel. The endings -a, -e, -um, and -us are commonly used to create
a singular noun (e.g. cranium). Occasionally, a medical term may be
comprised of a prefix and suffix. For example, apnea consists of the
prefix a- (without) and the suffix -pnea (breathing) [27].

Other significant elements include compounding vowels,
compounding words, and compounding forms. Compounding
vowels can be added between word parts to facilitate pronunciation.
Compounding words are medical words that may include multiple
roots, as in many instances we are referring to more than one
organ or system. For example, gastroenterology means the study
of the stomach and intestine. As was mentioned previously root
has been developed to include a vowel sound following the term
in order to “smooth” the sound of the word when applying a suffix.
The result is the formation of a new term with a vowel attached
called a compounding form. The most common vowel used in the
formation of the compounding form is the letter -o- added to the
word root. For example, gastric and intestinal inflammation could be
written as gastro-and enter-and -itis: gastroenteritis. If we add the
compounding form (“0”) in the Greek prefix Mv-(my, mys, muscle),
then we can create the word “myo”. Based on the above- mentioned
structure we can easily determine the meaning of an unknown term.

3.Results

Table 1 summarizes some of the most frequently used prefixes
in gastroenterological terminology. When the prefixes are detached
from a term, then the term is followed by a hyphen (-).

3.1.1.Hyper-, Hypo-

It represents one of the most commonly used prefixes in medical
terminology. It represents a common word-forming element meaning
over, above, beyond, and often implying exceedingly, to excess. It is
derived from the Greek word Ymép -hyper, (prep. and adv.). On the
other hand, the prefix Yné (-Hypo), derives from the identical Greek
word (prep. and adverb), and represents exactly the opposite of the
prefix -hyper. It is a word-forming element meaning under, beneath,
less, less than. It could also be found in an abundance of medical
words and terms.

3.1.2.Macro-, Micro-

The prefix macro- represents a common word-forming element
meaning long, abnormally large, or on a large scale, taken from the
Greek word Makpdg (macros, long, large). On the other hand, the
prefix micro- represents the opposite of the prefix macro-, which
means small in size or extent. It derives from the Latinized form of
Muwkpog (Mikros), the Attic form of the Greek word Zpikp6g (smikros),
meaning small, little, petty, trivial, slight.

3.1.3. Poly-

This prefix is a word-forming element deriving from the Greek
word IToAVg (Polys), meaning much, many, to fill, with derivatives
referring to abundance. Chemical names indicate a compound with a
large number of atoms or molecules (e.g. polymer).

3.2. Most commonly used roots in gastroenterological
terminology

Table 2 summarizes the most frequently used roots of
Gastrointestinal words of Greek origin and their meaning. The
most important of these roots are Chol/e, Enter/o, Esophag/o,
and Gastr/o. These roots created a large number of words used in
everyday gastroenterological practice.
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Table 1: Gastroenterological Prefixes of Greek origin.

Time/speed
Pro-, pre- Before Preillness (Ilpwvtnvdco)
Tachy- Fast Tachygastria (Tayvyaotpia)

Neo- New Neoplasmatic (NeomAaopatikog)
Chron- Time, long time Chronic diarrhea (Xpovia Sidppota)
Brady- Slow Bradysphygmia (Bpadvo@uyuia)

Syn- Together Synchronous (Z0yxpovog) (syn- + chronos)

Met- Beyond Metastasis (Metaotaoig)

Hyper - Beyond normal, Hypertrophy extreme (Ymeptpo@ia)
Hypo - Below Hyponatremia (Ymovatplaipio)
Function or Quality
Anti - Against Antineoplastic (AvtiveoTAAoHATIKOG)
Eti - Cause Etiology (Attiodoyia)
Auto - Self Autophagy (Avtopayia)
Aoran- Negative, opposite, without Atresia (Atpnoia) A, a- + Tpwoig (trosis, hole)
Dys- Abnormal, bad, inproper Dysplasia, (AvomAacia)
Dia- Through Diathermia (AwxBepuia) dia-+ thermi, heat
Location or Relationship

Peri - Around surrounding Peripancreatic (ITeptmaykpeatikog)

Epi- In addition Epiphrenic (Emtuppevikdg)

Para- Next to, reverse, beside Parathyroid ([TapaBupeoetdi|c)

Exo - Out of, outside Exophytic (E€w@utikdg)

En- or em- Empyema (Epminua)
Number
Hemi - Half (one side) Hemicolectomy (HuwoAektour)) Hemihepatectomy (Hummatektoun)
Mono -, uni- One Monocytes (MovokVtTapa)
Poly - Many Polypectomy (IToAumektopr)
Size
Macro -, mega(lo)- Large Megacolon (MeydkoAov)
Micro - Small Microscopic (MikpookoTikog)

Table 2: The most frequently used roots of Gastrointestinal words of

Greek origin and their meaning.

Abdomin/o Abdomen
An/o Anus
Appendic/o Appendix
Cec/o Cecum
Chol/e, bil/i Gall, bile
Cholecyst/o Gallbladder
Choledoch/o Common bile duct
Col/o, colon/o Colon
Duoden/o Duodenum
Enter/o Small intestine
Esophag/o Esophagus
Gastr/o Stomach
Hepat/o Liver
lle/o Ileum
Pancreat/o Pancreas
Pharyng/o Pharynx
Proct/o Anus, rectum
Pylor/o Pylorus
Rect/o Rectum
Sigmoid/o Sigmoid colon
Splen/o Spleen
Steat/o Fat

3.3. Most commonly used Suffixes in gastroentero-
logical terminology

Table 3 summarizes some of the more important and commonly
used suffixes referring to the digestive system. The three more
commonly used suffixes in the gastroenterological field are analyzed
subsequently.

3.3.1: -logy

This suffix means “Connoting the study of a certain subject” and
constitutes the end of almost all scientific studies. It derives from the
ancient Greek verb Aéyew (Legein, speak). This omnipresent suffix
underlines a person or entity speaking on a topic or subject. For
example, the term Gastroenterology derives from the Greek words
TFaotp (gaster, stomach) and ‘Evtepov (enteron, intestine, bowel)
and means the study of the digestive system.

3.3.2: -itis

It represents a very common suffix denoting diseases causing
inflammation. It is derived from the Greek -itis, meaning “about”.
This suffix was first used during the century to indicate the existence
of Hepatitis. It has been used in an abundance of inflammatory
conditions of the digestive system, including the term “appendicitis”
(from the Latin word “appender”).

3.3.3: -lysis

This suffix, which means “to breakdown or dissolve of an entity”,
is associated with an abundance of pathologic conditions. It derives
from the Greek verb Avew (lyein, dissolve, to loosen, untie). In
biology, the term “Lysis” is used to denote the dissolution of cells
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or bacteria. Moreover, it can be used in words like glycolysis (the
breaking down of sugars) and the widely used word analysis meaning
the breaking down of information. It should be noted that apart from
the medical field, these suffixes can be used in everyday speech with
other persons.

3.4. Greek medical words and terms used and
mentioned in the international Gastroenterological
literature exactly as they are

Table 4 lists all the Greek medical words used and mentioned as
they are in the international gastroenterological literature. We were
able to identify 592 Greek 418 derivatives or synonyms of them (total
number 1010) that have been adopted by the international medical
community as they are with the only exception being the substitution
of the Greek with the Latin alphabet. Some of the most important and
widely used medical words and terms according to the referred are
analyzed subsequently.

3.4.1. Esophagus

The term “Achalasia” (AxaAacia) derives from the ancient Greek
a- (a, without) plus the word ydAaotg (khalasis, relaxation) or xaAdw
(khalag, Iloosen), plus the suffix -ia. The word was introduced during
the early 20 th century.

The term “Aerophagia” (Agpogayia), a situation characterized by
the swallowing of air especially in hysteric conditions, derives from
the Greek word aepo (aero)- + the word -@ayia (-phagy, eat).

The term “Aperistalsis” (Amepiotaiolg), meaning the absence
of peristalsis, is an ancient Greek word derived from the verb
meplotéAAw (peristéllo, to wrap around, from the words mept- (peri,

around) + otéAAw (stélld, to make ready, to prepare).

Similarly, the word “Dyskinesia” (Avokwnoia) derives from the
Greek words Svo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + kivnoig (kinesia).

The term “Dysphagia” (Svo@ayia) also derives from the Greek
words 8vo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + @ayia (phagia, eating).

The term “Odynophagia” (Oduvogayia) derives from the Greek
roots 08Uvn (odyno-, pain) + -phagia, (to eat).

The term “Pyrosis” (ITVpwotg) referring to a peculiar substernal
feeling in cases of gastroesophageal reflux, derives from the ancient
Greek word mbpwotg (purdsis, burning) (from IMup, fire).

Finally, the term “Myotomy” (Mvotoun) is a word combining the
ancient Greek words Mug (mys, muscle, literally mouse) + the word
Toun (tomy, scission).

3.4.2: Stomach

A large number of words and terms refer to stomach (gastric)
disorders. The term Stomach (EZtépayog) derives from the ancient
Greek word otopa (stoma, mouth). This term was originally applied
to the openings of various organs including the stomach, and then
later applied to the stomach itself.

The word “Achlorhydria” (AxyAwpupia) derives from a- (without)
plus XAwp- (chlor-), plus Yépo- (hydro-), plus the suffix + -ia. The
word was introduced in the 19 th century.

The word “Antrum” (Avtpov) derives from the Greek word Avtpov
(Antron, cave). Antrum is a general term for a cavity or chamber,
which may have specific meaning related to certain organs or sites
in the body.

The word “Atresia” (Atpnoia) derives from a- (not, without) +

Table 3: Gastroenterological suffixes of Greek origin (including noun and adjective suffixes).

-ac, -ar(y), -(e/i) al, -ic(al), -ior, -ory, -ous, -tic Pertaining to Oswpia (Theory)
-a, -e, -um, -is Ovoilaotikd (Noun form) Taoig (Iasis)
-ia, -ism, -sis, -y Katdotaoig (Condition) Atpnoia (Atresia)
-ist Eidikevoig (Specialist) TaotpevtepoAdyos (Gastroenterologist)
-ian Eidikevoig (Specialist) Awttordyog (Dietician)

-um, -us Kataokevn (Structure) [lepiveov (Perineum)

-ectomy Extépvw (ektemno, to cut out) Hmatektoun (Hepatectomy)
-emia Alpa Avaupia (Anemia)

-genic Autia (Causing) latpoyevr|g (Iatrogenic)
-graphy -gram Ipdeewv (to record, image) Xolayyeloypagia (Cholangiography)
-itis dAeypovn) (Inflammation) KoAltis (Colitis)

-lithiasis ABiaotg (Calculus, stone) XoAoABiaotis (Cholelithiasis)
-logy MeAét (Study of) Taotpevteporoyia (Gastroenterology)
-lysis Awdomtaotg (Destruction, breakdown) Avddvoig (Analysis)

-oma Md&la, ‘Oykog (Mass, tumor) Hrnatwpa (Hepatoma)

-osis Nooog (disease) Mapaocitwoig (Parasitosis)

-opsy BAénw (To view) Buoyia (Biopsy)
-otomy Topn (Cut-in) Tuptyyotopn (Fistulotomy)
-pathy Né6oog (Disease) Taotpomadeia (Gastropathy)
-penia '‘EAAewis (Deficiency) OoTteomevia (Osteopenia)
-pepsia [1éyg (Digestion) Avomeia (Dyspepsia)

-plasty Xelpovpyikr| amokatdotaots (Surgical repair) [MAaotikn otevwoewv (Stricturoplasty)

-prandial Tebpa (Meal) Metaysvpatikdg (Postprandial)

-rrhag(e/ia) ABpoa porj (Excessive flow) Awoppayia (Hemorrhagea)
-scopy TkoT® (scopo, to observe) Aamapookodmnotg (Laparoscopy)
-stenosis Itévwolg (Narrowing) MuAwpkiotévwots (Pyloric stenosis)
-stomy Ytopla (stomia, orifice) Ztopa (stoma, mouth) lggg:ciseﬁ;::\;?;ifg:;ﬁ;?

-therapy Ogpamneia (Treatment) AxtwoBepaneia (Radiotherapy)
-tomy Tépvw (temno, to cut) XoAndoyotoun (Choledochotomy)
-tresia Avorypa (Opening) Atpnoia (Atresia)
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Table 4: List of Greek medical words used and mentioned as they are in the international gastroenterological literature.

Abetalipoproteinemia

From A- (without) + Ancient Greek letter Bfjta
(béta, “second”) + lipoprotein + aipa (blood)
A rare autosomal recessive disorder that interferes with the normal
absorption of fat and fat-soluble vitamins from food.

Acanthocyte AxavBokOtTapo

From Ancient Greek word daxavOa (akantha, “thorn”) + ktog
(kutos, cell)
An abnormal red blood cell having several unevenly spaced and variously
shaped cytoplasmic projections with blunt tips. The presence
of acanthocytes implies advanced liver disease and carries a
worse prognosis. It is also characteristic feature of patients with
abetalipoproteinemia

Achalasia Ayoaoia

From Ancient Greek &- (a, “without”) + xdAaotg (khalasis, “relaxation”) or
xoAdw (khaldd, “Iloosen”) + -ia. (early 20th century)

Achlorhydria AxAwpuSpia

From a- (“without”) + chlor- + hydro- + -ia.
(a- + chlorhydria) Late 19th century

Achylia Ayviia

From the Greek word a- (“without”) + chyle
+ -ia Late 19th century

Acrochordons Akpoxop8amveg

From the Greek word dxpo (acro-) (top, summit, extreme, or refers to an
arm or leg) + "chorde" (hordi, string)

Skin tags («Seppatikd pdkn») in Crohn’s disease Literally; soft,
pedunculated or pensile wart, consistingofmyomatous or edematous
fibrous
tissue, often found on the neck or eyelids of elderly persons.

Aerophagia Aepogpayia

From the Greek word aepo (aero)- + -@ayia (-phagy). the swallowing of
air especially in hysteria

Aganglionosis AyayyAldvwolg

A (not, without) + gaglionic (Hirschprung’s disease)

Agenesis Ayéveolg

From Greek words a- (“without”) + -y{yvopau (gignomai, become,
existence)
Lack or failure of development of an organ e.g. pancreas

Allantiasis AAAavtiaotlg

From Ancient Greek &AAdg (allas, “sausage”) + -iasis.
Food poisoning (especially botulism) as a result of eating poorly cooked
sausages

Allergy AAepyia Allergen AAAepyLoyovo

From the Ancient Greek word AAXog (allos ‘other’ different, strange)
+'Epyov (ergon "activity). Coined on 1906 by the Austrian pediatrician
Clemens E. von Pirquet (1874-1929) as an abstract noon from the Greek
word AAAog (Allos, other, different, strange) + the Greek word Epyov
(Ergon, work, activity)

Allodynia AAXoduvia

From the Greek words AA)o (allo)- + -odynia (O80vn, pain) Pain produced
by innocuous stimulation of normal skin; may result from sensitization of
central pain pathways in migraine.

Innocuous or physiological stimuli are perceived as painful (e.g. in chronic
pancreatitis)

Amoeba ApoBdSa Amebiasis ApoBadwotg

From the Greek word apotBada (amoeba)
An infectious disease caused by the parasitic protozoan Entamoeba
histolytica

Amorphous Apopgog

From the Greek word Gupop@og (amorphous, shapeless, having no
determing form)
From a- (without) +pop@n (morphg, form’) + -ous.

Amylase Apvidon

From the Greek word duvAov (“amyl” + chemical suffic “-ase”).
Any of a class of digestive enzymes, present in saliva, that breax down
complex carbohydrates such as starch into simpler sugars such as
glucose.

Amylum ApvAovAmyloid Apviosidég

From the Greek word ApvAov (amulon, fine meal, starch).
From &- (a-, “privative”) + pOAn (mulé, “mill”).

Amylopectin Apvlommktivn

A highly branched, insoluble form of starch (the soluble form being
amylose). One of the three groups into which the carbohydrates are
divided, the others being glucose and saccharose. The principal members
of this group are starch, dextrin, cellulose, and natural gum.

AmyloidosisApvioeidwotg

From the Greek word duvAov (amylum) + the Greek-derived suffic “- oid”
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Analysis... AvdAvolg
Analysis & design job
Avéivon kaioyedlaopdg Béongepyaoiog
Analysis and management risk
Avévom ko Sraxeiplon kwvdvvou
Analysis of variance (ANOVA)
Analysis of variance, one-way
AvédvonSiakdpaveng mpogpia katebBuvon
Analysis of variance, for repeated measurements
Analysis of variance, single-factor
Analysis, birth cohort
Analysis, cost-benefit
Analysis, hazard
Analysis, interim
Avdédvomn tpoowpvr|
Analysis, multivariate
Avddvomn moAvpetaBint
Analysis, qualitative
Analysis, quantitative
Avédvon TocoTik
Analysis, regression
Avé&ivon aAwSpounong
Analysis, risk
Avddvon emkivduvotntag
Analysis, sequential
Analysis, stratified

From the Greek word AvdAvoig (analysis) From ana- ‘up’ + A0o1g (luein
‘loosen’).
Solution of a problem by analysis

Anastomosis Avaotépwotg Anastomotic Avaotopwtikog

From the Greek word avaotépwaotg (anastomosis, outlet, opening).
From the Greek words ava (ana, again, anew) + otopa (stoma, mouth).
Union or intercommunication of the vessels of one system with those of

another (1610s).

Angiodysplasia AyysiodvomAacio

From the Greek words Ayyeio (angio)- + dysplasia.
It refers to an abnormal condition of blood vessels of the gastrointestinal
tract and especially the intestine in which vessels are thin, fragile, and
enlarged.

From Ancient Greek dykvAwog (ankilosis, “a stiffening of the joints”),

Ankylosis AykUAwotg from dykvAdewv (ankuldein, “to crook, bend”),
from dyxVAog (ankilos, “bent, crooked”)
From the Greek word Avwpaiia (andomalia(inequality) - anomalos
Anomaly Avepahic (uneven, irregular)

From an- (not) + opaAdg (homalos, even) From 6potog (homos, same,
similar) Congenital pancreatic disease

Antidote Avtidoto

From the Greek word AvtiSotov (antidoton).
Neuter of antidotos ‘given against,
From anti- (against) + amapépu@atov §i86vat (didonai, give).

Antibiotic Avtiflotikd

From the Greek word anti- (against) + Greek Biotwév( biotikos= fit for
life) (from bios = life).

Antibiogram AvtiBioypappa

From the Greek words Avtt (anti-) + Blo- (bio-, life), + [pappa (-gram)

Antimitochondrial antibodies

From the Greek word Mitog (mitos, thread) + X6v8ptov (khondrion,
diminutive of khondros ‘granule’).
Positive in primary biliary cirrhosis

Antineoplastic Avtiveomlaopatiko

From the Greek word anti- (against) + -neoplastic Any such agent, used in
chemotherapy.

Antispasmodic Avtioacpwdikd

From the Greek word anti- (against) + omaopwdikdg (spasmodic)

Antitoxin Avtitogivn

From the Greek word anti- (against) + to&ivn (toxin)
Substance neutralizing poisons

Antrum Avtpov

From the Greek word Avtpov (antron, cave).
Antrum is a general term for a cavity or chamber, which may have specific
meaning in reference to certain organs or sites in the body

Antrectomy Avtpektopr

From the Greek words Avtpov (Antron, cave) + Ektopr} (Ectomy,
removal). The surgical resection of the antrum of the stomach.

Aperistalsis Amepiotaloig

From Ancient Greek words §Ovayig mepiotatiky (diinamisperistaltiké,
the action of the bowels by which their contents are propelled)
From meplotéA\w (peristélld, to wrap around), From mept- (peri-
,around) + oTéAAw (stéllo, to make ready, to prepare).
Peristalsis is a symmetrical contraction and relaxation (which is
expansion) of muscles that propagates in a wave down a tube, in an
anterograde direction. Mainly manifested in esophageal disorders
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From assimilated form of the Greek word Amé (apo from, off) + hairein
"to take".

Aph is Apai
pheresis Apaipeots A grammarians' use of Greek A@aipeoig (aphaeresis) "a taking away,"
Suppression of a letter or syllable at the beginning of a word. (1610)
, Repeated formation of benign and non-contagious mouth ulcers
Aphthous ApBwd
phtiious Apvwons (aphthae) in healthy individuals.
From the Greek terms aphthous + stomatitis Extraintestinal manifestation
Aphthous

of the Inflammatory Bowel Disease

Aponeurosis AToveVpwaotg

From the ancient Greek word Amovevpwotg
From amd (apo, off, away) + veup®v (neuron, sinew) + -osis.

Apoptosis ATOTTWoLg

From Ancient Greek word améntwotg, (apoptosis, a falling off), From amé
(apd, “away from) + -mt@do1g (ptosis, falling, a fall).
The programmed cell death: In alcoholic liver disease

Argon Apyév

From a- (without) + Ancient Greek word 'Epyov (ergon, work).
From Greek argon, neuter of apydg, (argos, lazy, idle, not working the
ground, living without labor)

Argon Plasma Coagulation therapy is regularly applied in gastrointestinal
tract angiodysplasias and bleeding peptic ulcer

Argyrophilic Apyvpo@iikdg

From Greek word Apyvpog (arguros, silver) + -philic.
Argyrophilic myenteric plexus

The word is derived from the Greek word Apxaiog (archaios), meaning

Archea Apyaia “ancient” or “primitive.
Archaea are the
From Greek word ApBpitig (arthritis)
From the Ancient Greek word ApBpov (arthron, joint).
Arthritis ApBplitig The word Arthritic was already used in late Middle English.

Physical sign in idiopathic hemochromatosis Extraintestinal
manifestation of inflammatory bowel disease

Arthralgias ApBpadyieg

From the Greek words arthron (joint, to fit together) +
-algia (pain)

Arteriohepatic dysplasia Aptnplonmatiki SvomAacia

From the Greek words Arterio (aptpia) + Hepatic (nmatkn) + the words
800~ (dys- ‘bad’) + IAdo (plasis, formation).
(Allagile disease)

Ascaris Aokapig

The Greek word Aokapig
Askarides: plural of askaris

AscitisAokitng

The Greek word aokitng (askités).
From the Greek word aok6g (askos, a leather wineskin, hydrops).

Asterixis Aotnpi&ia

a- priv. + the ancient Greek word otp&Ls (stérixis, fixed position). Brief,
arrhythmic interruptions of sustained voluntary muscle contraction
causing brief lapses of posture
Flapping motion of the hands caused by intermittent loss of extensor tone
patients with hepatic encephalopathy.

Asymptomatic ACUUTTOHATIKOG

From a- (not, without) + cupmtwpatikdg (symptomatic, without
symptoms) (1876)

Atresia Atpnoia

From a- (not, without) + Greek tpnoig (trésis, perforation) + -ia.
Mainly referring to Esophagus, gastric, intestinal, jejuna, pyloric, and
biliary atresia

Atrophy Atpogia Atrophic Atpo@ikdg Hypertrophy Yreptpopio
Hypertrophic Yreptpogpikdg

An Ancient Greek word meaning “lack of food” From atpoia (atrophia,
poorly nourished)
from a- ‘without’ + Tpo@n (trophé, food, nourishment).

Atonic Atovog

A (without) + tévog (tonic)
Autonomic dysfunction in gastrointestinal diseases

Atypical Atumog

From a- (without) + t0mog (typical)
Having not disting or typical character e.g. Inheritance

Autophagy Avtogayia

From autég (autos, self’ + -payia (eating)
The term 'autophagy’, derived from the Greek meaning 'eating of self’,
was
first coined by Christian de Duve over 40 years ago, and was largely based
on the observed degradation of mitochondria and other intra-cellular
structures within lysosomes of rat liver perfused with the pancreatic
hormone, glucagon.

Autopsy Avtosia

From Greek word Autémng (autoptés, eyewitness). “a seeing with one’s
own eyes”
From awtég (autos, self” + ‘Oris (opsis, a sight, seen).

Automatic Avtopartog

From the Greek word Avtopatog (automatos “acting of itself”, “of one’s
own will”, without apparent cause, by accident).
From Autdg (autos, self) + matos (“thinking”, “animated”)
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Bacterium Baxtnpidio Bacterial BaktnptSiaic6s Bacteriostatic
BakmplootatikoBacteremiaBaxtnplaipiaBacteroids Baktnploeidn

From the Greek word Baktnplov (bakterion, small staff, diminutive of
baktron "stick, rod, staff, cudgel."

So called because the first ones observed were rod-shaped.
Introduced as a scientific word 1838 by German naturalist Christian
Gottfried Ehrenberg.

A classical plural sometimes also erroneously used as a singular.

Balantidium BaAavtidiov

From the Ancient Greek BaAavtiSiov (balantidion), diminutive of
BaAdvtiov (balantion, “bag, pouch, purse”).
A taxonomic genus within the family
Balantidiidae ciliate protozoans causing the disease balantidiasis.

Bariatric Baplatpikdg

From the Greek word Bd&pog (baros, weight, a weight, burden)- + the
Greek word latpikdg(iatros, physician) + -ics. Bariatric surgery

Biosynthesis BlooUvbeotig

From Greek words Bio (Bio-) + cUvBeois (synthesis), (combine or place
together two or more thinks) (1825).
"production of chemical substances by living organisms,"

The classically correct formation is synthetized, which preserves the
consonant of the Greek stem and which has been used since at least 19c.
in the sciences and linguistics in the more precise meaning "to unite in
regular structure.”

Biotype Biotumog

From the Greek words Biog (“Bio”) + t0mog (“type”)
A group of organisms having the same genotype.

Biopsy Bloyiia

From the Greek bi-, combining form of Biog (bios, life) + opsis, “asight”, on
the pattern of necropsy.

Coined by French dermatologist Ernest Besnier (1831-1909) Examination

of tissue removed from a living body

Borborymos Bopfopuypot

It traces to the Greek verb borboryzein, which means "to rumble." It is
believed that the Greek verb was coined to imitate the digestive noises
made by the stomach. "Borborygmus" has been part of English for at least
250 years; its earliest known use dates from around 1724.

Bulimia BovAupia

From Greek BovAwpia (boulimia, ravenous hunger).
From bous-,” intensive prefix (originally from bous "ox)" + limos (hunger)

Cancer Kapkivog Carcinoma Kapkivopa Carcinomatous
Kapkwwpatméng Carcinogen Kapkivoyovo Carcinogenic
Kapxiwvoydvog Carcinoembryonic antigen Kapxwoepfpuikd avtiydvo
CarcinoidKapxivoeldég

Translating Greek word Kapkivog (karkinos).
It has been applied to tumours because the swollen veins around them
resembled the limbs of a crab.
Greek physicians Hippocrates and Galen, noted similarity of crabs to some
tumors with swollen veins.
Canker was the usual form until the century.
It has three meanings: a crab, a tumor, and the zodiac constellation
represented by a crab.
"Malignant tumor," from the Greek word karkinos.
Cancer stick "cigarette” is from 1959.

Campylobacter

From the ancient Greek word KapmdAog (kampulos ‘bent’)
+ bacterium

Cardia (gastric) Kapdia (otopdyov)

From Greek Kapdia (kardia, which could mean either stomach or heart).
The cardiac region refers to the area surrounding the entrance to the
stomach.

Carditis Kapditig

Inflammation of the cardia region

Catastrophe Kataotpopn

From Ancient Greek kataotpo@m (katastrophé), From kataotpé@w
(katastrépho), “I overturn”, From katd (katd), (“down, against”) +
(otpéw) (stréphd), “I turn”.

Extention to “sudden disaster is first recorded 1748.

In Gastroenterology: Intraabdominal catastrophe

Cathartic

From the Greek word KaBaptikdg (kathartikos, fit for cleansing,
purgative) or K&Oapoig (catharsis, purging, cleansing), or KaBapdg
(katharos, pure, clean, spotless; open, free; clear of shame or guilt).

1610s, of medicines, "purgative, purifying”.

Catheter KaBetjpag Catheterization KaBetnplaopodg

From the Greek word KaBetpag (catheter, surgical catheter).
Literally "anything let down," From the Greek word Katé (kata, down) +
stem of hienai (to send, to throw). "Tubular instrument inserted to draw

off liquids”

Caustic Kavotikog

From the Greek word kavotikog (kaustikos capable of burning; corrosive)
an adjective from kaiew (kaiein, the Greek word for to burn).
Substance capable of burning or destroying organic tissue. Swallowing of
these substances causes severe damage in esophagus and stomach.

Cephalic phase Ke@aAwn @don

From the Greek word Ke@aAwkdg (kephalikos, pertaining to the head).

From kephalé (head) (early 15c.). It refers to gastric acid secretion
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Character Xapaxtnpag
Characteristic Xapaktnplotikd

From the Greek word Xapaxtipag (kharaktér engraved mark, symbol or
imprint on the soul, instrument for marking or yap&ooew (kharassein,
to engrave), or Xapag (kharax, pointed stake), a word of uncertain
etymology most probably Pre-Greek.

The meaning of Greek kharaktér was extended in Hellenistic times by
metaphor to "a defining quality, individual feature."

In English, the meaning "sum of qualities that define a person or thing
and distinguish it from another" is from 1640s, and that of "moral
qualities assigned to a person by repute" is from 1712.

Chemotherapy XnpewoBepameia
Systematic chemotherapy Zvothpatiky ynpetofepameio
Chemotherapeutic agent Xnpelo0epameutiKos mapaywyv
Chemoembilization Xnuewsppoiopds

From the Greek words chemo- + therapie.
Treatment of diseases by chemical substances (1906)
Coined by German biochemist Paul Ehrlich (1854-1915)
Especially of cancer from 1950s; short form chemo attested by 1977.

The root term [-cheil-] derivates from the Greek word xeiAog (keilos)

. . meaning "lip".
Cheilitis Xeuiis Cheilitis: cheilo- + -itis (inflammation of the lips)
Angular cheilitis can be seen in patients with ulcerative colitis
From the Greek word XnAwkdg (khélé- claw, talon, pincers, cloven hoof) +
Chelation XnAwog -ate. In chemistry was used from 1920.

Chelation therapy in hemochromatosis and also in bile acids diarrhea

Chemotherapy Xnueofepameio

From the Greek word Xnuuc6g (Chemo-) + - Therapy

Chemotoxic Xnpelotoéikdg

From the Greek word Xnukdg (Chemo-) + - To&k6g (Toxic)

Cholecyst XoAn8oyogkioTig

Gall bladder. Incorrectly formed from the Greek word XoAn (khole, gall, to
shine), with derivatives denoting "green, yellow," and thus "bile, gall") +
the Greek word Kot (kystis, bladder, cyst)

Cholecystectomy XoAokvotektoun

From the Greek words cholecyst
+ extopn (-ectomy, surgical removal)

Cholangiography XoAayyeoypagia

From the Greek words cholangio
+ -graphy

Cholangiocarcinoma XoAayyelokapkivwpa

From the Greek word cholangio
+ carcinoma (malignancy)

Cholangiopancreatography (endoscopic)
XoAayyelomaykpeato ypapla (evSooKoTLkn)

From the Greek words cholangio + pancreas
+ graphy

Cholangiopathy XoAayyeiomadeia

From the Greek words cholangio + pathy

Choledochal cyst KbotigXoAndoxov

From the Greek word XoAn8oyog + Kbotig (Cyst)
A cyst relating to, being, or occurring in the common bile duct

Choledochoceles XoAndoyoxneg

From the Greek word XoAn8dxog + KnAn (Hernia)
A hernia relating to, being, or occurring in the common bile duct

Choledoscopy XoAndoxookdmmotg
Cholechoscope XoAn8oxookdmio

method for bile stone extraction
An endoscope used to investigate the common bile duct

Cholinergic agents XoAwepyikoi Tapayovteg

From (acetyl) cholin(e) + Greek 'Epyov (ergon, work) Activated by or
capable of liberating acetylcholine, especially in the parasympathetic
nervous system.

Cholecystenteric fistula

Due to perforation of gallbladder and formation of fistula between
gallbladder and bowel lumen.

CholecystitisXoAoxvotitig

From the Greek words cholecyst + it is (inflammation)
An indication for early cholecystectomy

Cholecystography XoAokvotoypagia

From the Greek words cholecyst + graphy (opacification)

From the Greek words Cholecyst + kinine (movement)

Cholecystostomy XoAokvotootopia

From the Greek words Cholocyst + ostomy

Cholelithiasis XoAoABiaoig

From the Greek words chole- + lithiasis (stones)

Cholestasis XoAdotaoig Cholestatic XoAooTtatikog

The term is taken from the Greek words chole, bile, and stasis (standing
still).

Chondromyxoma Xov§popt§wpa

From the Greek words x6v8pog(khondros, granule) + myx + oma

Chronic Xpoviog

From the Greek worfypovukég (khronikos, of time, concerning time), or
Xpovog (khronos, time).

Chromatography Xpwpatoypagia

From the Greek word Xpwpa (khroma, color) denoting "color" or
"chromatin" + -graphy.

Chromoendoscopy Xpwpogv8ookommoan

From the Greek word Xpwpa (khroma) (color) denoting "color" or
"chromatin" + endoscopy.

Chylomicron XvAoptkpo

From the Greek words XvAo- (chylo-juice) + micron (small).
A microscopic globule of lipoprotein, found in blood and lymph, that is

associated with the digestion of fats
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Chymetrypsin Xvpo8purivny
Chymotrypsinogen Xvpo6puivoydvo

From the Greek words xupog/chymos(=juice) >xéw/cheo(=pour)

+ Tpifw/trivo (=rub, powder, grind) > (simple past) étpupa /etripsa
a proteolytic enzyme that cleaves the peptide bonds at carboxy site of
aromatic residues (tyrosine, phenylalanine, and tryptophan)
Inactive form of Chymotrypsin

Chyme Xupog

The Greek word Xvpog (Chymos) means Juice
Enteric secretions

Coccyx Kdkkug

It comes from the Greek word for the Cuckoo bird (Kovkog) “Kokkug”,
because the tailbone resembles the cuckoo’s bill.
A strange name for something that is simply a tailbone.

Coma Kopa

The word coma is derived from the Greek word Kopa (koma, deep sleep).
A term for "coma" in Middle English was false sleep (late 14c.).
Hepatic coma: Appearing in severe hepatic failure

Clinical KAwwr effectiveness Amotedeopatikétnta environment
mepBairov life table mivaxag emBiwong pattern NocoAoywkreikdva
period mtepioSocpicture ikova practice guideline mpaictikig
KkatevBuvTpLa odnyla

From the Greek word KAwuw (clinic + -al). "Pertaining to hospital
patients or hospital care". 1780
Meaning "coldly dispassionate” (like a medical report) is recorded from
1928.
The earlier adjective was clinic "of or pertaining to the sick-bed" (1620s).

Cyst Kot Hydatic YSatiSu Cystic KuotikogCystinosis Kvotivwotg
Cystinuria Kvotwoupia Cystoscopy Kuoteookomnotig

From the Greek word kUotig(kystis) which means "bladder”,
“pouch”,"Bladder-like
bag or vesicle in an animal body” (1713).
Echinococcus / Cystic duct / Pancreatic

Cytokines Kuttapokiveg

From cyto- + the Ancient Greek word kivnoig (kinésis, “movement”).

Dendritic cells AsvSpitikakvttapa

From the Greek word 8§¢v8pov (déndron, 'tree")
At certain development stages they grow branched projections, the
dendrites that give the cell its name.
Antigen presenting cells.

Dermatitis Aeppatitic Dermatitis herpetiformis Epmmtosidng
Seppatitig

From Ancient Greek Seppatitig (dermatitis) (dermat- + itis -
Inflammation of the skin 1851
Also from the Greek word 8éppa (derma, skin, hide), or from the Greek
word §¢pw (dérd), (to skin, flay).
Dermatitis related to celiac disease

Dermatomyositis Asppatopvooitig

From the Greek words Dermato- + myositis
irregular Mug, yevikaMudg (My6s) (of mys, muscle, mouse) + -itis
Inflammation of muscle tissue

Diagnosis Aldyvwotg Diagnostic Alayvwotikog
Diagnose Alaytyviokw
Differential diagnosis Ataxg@opwr| Atdyvwon
Diagnostic criterion Alayvwotikd kpLtipto
Diagnosis clinical Aidyvwon kAwikn

From the Greek word Siayvwotg (diagnosis, a discerning, distinguishing)
or from stem of Staytyvaokewv (diagignoskein, discern, distinguish) or
from dia (between) + gignoskein (to learn, to come to know)

Literally "to know thoroughly"”, "the recognition of a disease from its

symptoms,” (1680s).

Diet Alatta
Dietary antigens At tikd avtyova

From the Greek word Siatta (diaita).
Originally "way of life, regimen, dwelling,"
related to StartdoBal (diaitasthai) "lead one's life," From diaitan,
originally "separate, select” (food and drink), frequentative

of *diainysthai "take apart,” From dia (apart) + ainysthai (take).
Meaning: "a course of food regulated by a physician or by medical rules,
"arestriction of food or certain foods” “to put (someone) on a diet” (mid-

15c.).
The adjective in the sense of "slimming, having reduced calories" is
attested by 1963
Aflatoxins, carbohydrates, carcinogens

Diarrhea Awgppora
Diarrheal Awappoikédg

From the Greek word Siappoia (diarrhoia, diarrhea), (coined by
Hippocrates),
From dia- (through) + -p€iv (rhein, to flow).
«Morbid frequent evacuation of the bowels» (late 14c).

Diastase Awnotdon

From the Greek word Staotdon (diastasis, a setting apart).
From dia- (across) + stasis (a standing).
Enzyme or group of enzymes found in a seed and capable of converting
starch into sugar (1838).

Diaphragm Awd@paypa
Diaphragmal Awdgpaypa
Diaphragmatic Awx@paypatikdg

From the Greek word Sta@paypa (diaphragm, partition, barrier) From
Awx (dia across) + @pacow (phrassein, to fence or hedge in), which is of
uncertain etymology.

Beekes suggests it is a substrate word and finds "no convincing
correspondence outside Greek.
muscle which divides the thorax from the abdomen.
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From the Greek words At- (Ad) + peptide
di- is a prefix occurring in loanwords from Greek, where it meant two,
. . , twice, double (8ipBoyyog, diphthong).
Dipeptide Auentidiov On this model, di- is freely usid ;{1)1 th\:eyfogrmarzion of%:)ompound words
(dicotyledon; dipolar) and in chemical terms (diatomic, disulfide)
a compound consisting of two linked amino acids.
Ancient Greek 8ig (dis, meaning “twice”) + saccharide
From the Greek word Siapetpog (diametros)

Disaccharide Awoaxyapitng

Di ter Aud
1AMELer AGHETPOS From 8w (dia, across, through) + petpog (metron, a measure).
dolicho- + colon
Dolichocolon AoAtxdkoA
ofichoco’an folixaxoov From Ancient Greek word §oAy6¢ (dolikhés)

Dose Abon Dose dependence AocoeEaptnon Dose of adverse health
effects, lowest (LDAHE) Adomn kat®wtatn pe mapatnprotun emtBrafn
enidpaon Dose reference control AdoneAéyxov avagopag Dose-
escalation design Adong avéavopevng oxediaopds Dose-finding
study Aocoaviyveutikr perétn Dose-response Adon andkpiong Dose-
response Aoco-amdkplong kapmuAn Dose-response gradient Ao
amoteAéopatog kapumuAn Dose-response pattern Aocoamokplong
povtédo Dose-response relationship xéondoong-amdkpiong Dose,
active Adon- evepy6g Dose, annual Dose, average Dose, biological
Dose, cumulative Adonovcowpevtikr Dose, external exposure
Adonetwtepucngékbeong Dose, internal Adonecwtepikn dose, local
Abontomiki) Dose, maximum tolerable (LD0) Adonpéylot avekt)
Dose, median lethal (LD50) AdonSiapecog Bavatngdopos Dosage
Aocoloyia Dosage shape Aoco)loyikdoxnpa

From the Greek word 86015

(dosis, a portion prescribed).

Literally "a giving," used by Galen and other Greek physicians to mean an
amount of medicine, from stem of didonai (§t56vau) (to give).

From the Greek word 8papatikdg (dramatikos "pertaining to plays).
. , From Apépa (drama, genitive dramatos).
Dramatic Apapaicos Meaning "full of action and striking gisplay, characterized by force and
animation in action or expression, fit for a drama" is from 1725
From the Greek words Svo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + -Biog (vios,
.. , life) + woig (-osis, disease) a disruption to the microbiota homeostasis
Dysbiosis Avofiwotg . . . . . .
caused by an imbalance in the microflora, changes in their functional
composition and metabolic activities, or a shift in their local distribution.
From the Greek words 8uc- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + kivnoig
Dyskinesia Avokwnoia . (kinesia). .
Impairment of voluntary movements resulting
in fragmented or jerky motions (Wilson’s disease)
From the Greek words §vo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + méyig
(digestion)
From the Greek words 8uo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + mAacia
(plasia, molding, conformation)
From the Greek words 8vo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) +

Dyspepsia Avomeia
Dyspeptic Avomentikdg
Dysplasia AvomAacia
Dysplastic AvomAdaoTtikdg

Dyssynergia Avoouvepyewa ouvepyia (synergia, cooperation)
. , From the Greek words 8uc- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + @ayia
Dysph A
ysphagla fvogayia (phagia, eating)
. , From the Greek words Suo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + apBpia
D thria A 0
ysarthria fvoaptpta (arthron articulation. Observed in hepatic encephalopathy
From the Greek words Svo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + A¢€g

. , (lexis, word) + abstract noon ending -ia «A difficulty in reading due to
Dyslexia Avohetia a brain disorder» (1885)
Dyslexic is recorded by 1946, dyslectic by 1962
From the Greek words 8uc- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + tovog
(tonia, tention)
Late neurologic manifestations of Wilson’s disease
From Ancient Greek ékxUpwotg (ekkhimaosis),
from ékyéw (ekkhéo, “I pour out”), from éx (ek, “out”) + xéw
(khéo, “I pour”)
A skin discoloration caused by bleeding underneath the skin; a bruise.
(Grey Turner’s sign)
Borrowed from translingual Echinococcus,
from echino- (“sea urchin, prickle”) + -coccus (“spherical
microorganism”).
From or related to ekhe "sound", ekhein (1x€iv) «to resound»
, From Greek Hx (echo), personified in classical mythology as a
Echo Hxw ) . . . .
mountain nymph who pined away for love of Narcissus until nothing
was left of her but her voice.

Dystonia Avotovia

Ecchymosis Exyvpwotig

Echinococcosis Exwoxoxkiaoig Echinococcal Exwvékokkog
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Ectatic Extatikég

From the Greek words Ex (ek, out) + tdotg (tasis, to stretch)
Dilatation: for example, bronchiectasis, which refers to a pathologic
dilatation of the bronchi of the lung. ectasis dilatation or distension of a
hollow organ. Vascular lesions

Electrophoresis HAektpo@opnoig

From the Greek words HAektpo (Electro-) + -phoresis (being carried).
the migration of electrically charged molecules
through a medium under the influence of an electric field

Electrolyte HAektpoAitng

From From the Greek words -electro- + Greek Avtdg (lytos, loosed), or
from lyein (AOew), to unfasten, loose, loosen, untiesubstance decomposed
by electrolysis 1834

Encephalopathy (hepatic) Eykepalomadeia (nmatikn)

From the Greek word Eyké@adog (enkephalos, the brain)
From en (in) + kephalé (head) Literally "within the head,"
Hepatic encephalopathy

Enkephalin Eyke@aiivny

From Ancient Greek word Eyké@aiog (enképhalos, “brain”) + -in. Any
of a group of pentapeptide endorphins that have opiate-like effects
Enkephalin and sphincter of Oddi

Endogastric EvSoyaotpukdg

From endo- "within"
+ -gastric Endogastric balloon, Endogastric pH

Endogenous EvSoyeviig

From endo- "within" + -['¢vog (genous, producing).
Endo + genous

Endocrine Ev8oxpwikogEnterocrine cells EvSokpwvnkittapasystem
ZVompatumorsOykot Endocrinology EvSokpvoloyia
EndocrinologistEvSokpivoAdyog

From endo- (within) + Ancient Greek kpivw (krinog, to separate).
From Kpivew (krinein, to separate, distinguish)
From root *krei- "to sieve," thus "discriminate, distinguish" (1914),
Intestinalenterocrine cells

Endometriosis EvSountplwotg

The word endometriosis comes from the Greek 'EvSov (endon) meaning
"within" and the Greek Mrjtpa (metra) meaning "uterus
akin to Greek Mntépa (meter) meaning "mother".

Endopancreatic EvSomaykpeatikog

From the Greek word Ev§o- (endo- "within") + -pancreatic”
Activation of pancreatic enzymes in acute pancreatitis

Endoperitoneal EvSomepitovaikog

From the Greek word Ev6o- endo- "within" + -peritoneal”
Intraperitoneal metastatic carcinomas

Endoprosthesis Evéomtpcbeon

From the Greek word Ev8o- (endo- "within") + -prosthesis" 1550s, in
grammar, "addition of a letter or syllable to a word,"
From Greek word I[Ip6c6eoig (prosthesis, a putting to, an addition).
From Greek word mpootiBévarl (prostithenai, add to).
From pros "to" + tithenai "to put, to place"

Endoscope Ev8ookdTio
Endoscopy EvSockdmnon

From the Greek word Ev§o- (endo- "within") + -scope”. "Endo" is Greek
word for "within" while "scope" comes from the Greek word Zxomdg
(skopos) meaning to target or look out

Endoscopic EvSookomikn Cholangeio pancreatography
XoAayyelomaykpeatoypapia Diagnosis Aldyvwotg
Biopsy Bloyia Hemostasis Aipootacig Injection ‘Eveoig
Pancreatic sphincterotomy [laykpeatikijo@yktnpotoun
Polypectomy [ToAvmektopr|
Sclerotherapy ZxkAnpofepameia
Ultrasound Ymepnxoypa@ia, Therapy Ospamneia

From the Greek word Ev§o- (endo- "within") + -scopic.”

Endotoxine EvSotofivn

From the Greek word Evdo- (endo- "within") + toxin

From the Greek word Evépyeia (energeia, activity, action, operation).

Energy From evepyog (energos, active, working). From en "at") + ergon "work,
Evépyela that which is wrought; business; action”
Energy and digestive cancer prevention
From the Greek word Avaotopwoig (anastomosis, outlet, opening).
From ana "again, anew" + stoma "mouth”
Enteroanastomosis From anastomoein "to open, discharge" (as one sea into another), "to
Evtepoavaotopwaotsg furnish with a mouth,"

"Union or intercommunication of the vessels of one system with those of
another," (1610).

Enterectomy Evtepextopr

From the Greek word 'Evtepo (Entero, Bowel) + Ektoun (ectomy,
removal)

Enteral Evtepwkr) Enteral Nutrition EvtepuciSiatpon Enteric
infections Evtepikéghopumiets

From the Greek word 'Evtepo (Entero, Bowel)

Enteritis Evtepitig

From the Greek word Evtepitig (Enteritis, inflammation of the bowel)

EnterohemorhagicEvtepoatpoppaykr

From the Greek words 'Evtepo (bowel) + awpoppaywri (hemorrhage)
due to infection by Enterohemorrhagic E. coli

Enterobacter Evtepofaktnpidio

From the Greek words ‘Evtepo (bowel) + bacter

Enterogastron Evtepoyaotpovn

From the Greek words Evtepo (bowel) + gastron

Enterokinase Evtepokwdon

From the Greek words ‘Evtepo (bowel) + kinase
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Enteroclysis Evtepoxivoig

From the Greek words ‘Evtepo (bowel) + clysis

Enterocolitis EvtepokoAitig

From the Greek words ‘Evtepo (bowel) + colitis

Enteropathies Evtepoma0eleg

From the Greek words ‘Evtepo (bowel) + pathy

Enteropeptidase EvtepomnentiSdon

From the Greek words 'Evtepo (bowel) + peptidase

Enterostomy Evtepootopia

From the Greek words Evtepo (bowel) + stomia

Enzyme’Ev{upoEnzymaticEv{upatikog

From Modern Greek ‘Eviupoenzymos "leavened,” from en "in" + zymé
"leaven”
Coined 1878 by German physiologist Wilhelm Kiihne (1837-1900)

EosinophilicHwowogiiog
EnteritisEvtepitig
CholangitisXoAayyetitig
Gastritis [aotpitig

From the Ancient Greek 1 (€6s, “dawn”) + -in] + -o- + -phile.

Epigastrium Emtydotplo

From the Greek word Emtydotplov (epigastrion) above" + yaotp (gaster,
stomach).

Epiglottis EmyAwtrtig

From Greek word EmyAdwtti (epiglottis), literally (that which is) upon
the tongue,
From epi "on" + glottis, from glotta, variant of glossa "tongue”

Epidemic Eménpikog

From Greek word Emuénpia (epidemia, a stay in a place; prevalence of an
epidemic disease)

From epi "among, upon" + démos "people, district"

¢. 1600, "common to or affecting a whole people,” originally and usually,

though not etymologically, in reference to diseases.

Epidemiology EmidnpioAoyia Pharmacoepidemiology ®appakoemidn-
woAoyia Epidemiological EménpiodoyikdgEpidemiologist
Eménpordyog

From the Greek word Eménuia (epidemia)
Literally: among the people, of one's countrymen at home) + -logy.
Study of epidemics, science of epidemic diseases, 1850

Epiphrenic Emtuppevikog

From the Greek word Emti (epi upon, at, close upon - in space or time) +
phrén, diaphragm
On or above the diaphragm.

ErythemaEp0O6npa ErythematousEpvOnuatwéng
ErythemanodosumEp0bnpa ol deg

From Greek EpvOnua (erythema) "a redness on the skin; a blush;
redness,”
From erythainein "to become red," From epuBpdg (erythros) "red".
Extraintestinal manifestation of inflammatory bowel disease

EscharEoxdpa

From the Greek word eoxdpa (eskhara), hearth pan of hot coals

Empiric (therapy)
Eumelpucr) (Bepameia)

From the Greek word epmeipikdg (empeirikos) = experienced.

From assimilated form of en (in) + peira = (meipq, trial, experiment), or

from Epmelpia (empeiria, experience), mere experience or practice

without knowledge, especially in medicine, or from ‘Eumnelpog (empeiros,

skilled) (based on peira (meipa), experienced (in a thing), trial,
experiment

Enthusiasm EvBovoiaouog
Enthusiastic EvBovolaotiiog

From Greek word evBovolaopdg (enthousiasmos "divine inspiration,
enthusiasm) (produced by certain kinds of music, etc.),"

Or from enthousiazein (evBouoidlewv) "be inspired or possessed by a god,

be rapt, be in ecstasy,"

or from entheos (‘'EvBeog) "divinely inspired, possessed by a god," From

en "in"+ theos "god"

Etiology
Attiodoyia

From Greek AttioAoyia (aitiologia, statement of cause), or from Actia
(aitia, cause, responsibility)
"The science of causes or causation" (1550)

Embolus ‘Epfoiov
Embolism EpfoAopdg

From Greek word embolus (é¢ufoAov) "peg, stopper; anything pointed so
as to be easily thrust in,"
also "a tongue (of land), beak (of a ship),"
or from gpféAAew (emballein "to insert, throw in, invade"). From
assimilated form of en "in" + B&AAew (ballein "to throw") From Latin
embolus "piston of a pump,”

Endemic Evénpixog
Endemic area Evénuuxn meploym
Endemicity Evénuikotta
Nonendemic area Mn evénpikn meploxm

with -ic + Greek endemos (‘Evénpog) "native, dwelling in (a place), of or

From en "in" + Afpog (démos, people; district).

belonging to a people,”

From 1660s as a noun, particular to a people or locality.
Endoplasmic From endo- + plasm + -ic
EvSomAaopikdg Endoplasmic (8iktvo)
Enzyme From Modern Greek enzymos (¢év{upo) "leavened,” From en "in"
‘Eviupo +zymeé "leaven”
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From epi "in addition" + Eico80o¢ (eisodos, a coming in, entrance).
From Greek epeisodion (emetc68iov) "an episode,”

Episode Literally "an addition,” noun use of neuter of epeisodios "coming in
Emeloddiov besides,"
"Commentary between two choric songs in a Greek tragedy (1670s). "An
incidental narrative or digression within a story, poem, etc."
Epidemic Eménpkn
...Curve Kapmoin
..Diagram Aidypappa
..Outbreak’Expnén
..Acute Ofeia

..Chronic Xpovia
..Common source Kowrg mnyng
..Mixed Mt
..Progressive [Ipoodeutikn
...Ethics HOum
..Propagative [Ipomtaydvda
...Subacute Ymo&eia
..Epidemicity Emidnukotnta
..Low level XapnAot Babpov
..Surveillance Emtipnon
..Data AgSopéva
..Study MeAém
..Deductive [Tapaywywn
..Inductive Eaywywn

From Greek Emiénpiog (epidemios),
Literally "among the people, of one's countrymen at home" + -logy.
Study of epidemics, science of epidemic diseases 1850

Ethical code HOwnckw8ikag (Seovtoroyiag)
Ethical issue HOwo{mpa
Ethics Committee HOwkn¢ Emitpom
Ethics professional EnayyeApatk eovtoroyia
Ethics medical latpikn eovtodoyia

From Greek HOum®1docopia (éthike philosophia) "moral philosophy,”
Fem. of HOw6¢ (€thikos, ethical, pertaining to character). From 'E6og
(ethos, moral character) related to éthos "custom”

Fructose From fructus (fruit) + chemical suffix -ose.
®povktdln Sugar found in fruit, 1857, coined in English.
From Ancient Greek word @Aeypovn (phlegmoné, “inflammation, fiery
Flegmon heat”), or @Aéyw (phlégo, burn).
DALYV The mass of the inflamed pancreas containing necrotic tissue is reffered
to as a phlegmon.
From the Greek word I'dyyAwov (ganglion) = tumor under the skin. It was
Ganglion Iéryyhtov used by Galen for "nerve bundle”.

Agaglionic segment AyayyAloviko Tumpa

According to Galen, the proper sense of the word was "anything gathered
into a ball."
Histopathological lesion in Hirschsprug’s disease

Gangrene ['dyypawva
Gangrenosum (pyoderma) l'ayypawvwdeg (mtuodepua)

From the Ancient Greek word I'dyypawa (gangraina) = an eating or
gnawing sore.
Literally "that which eats away," a dissimilated, reduplicated form of gran-
"to gnaw,"
Severe extraintestinal manifestation of inflammatory bowel disease

Gastrectomy ['aotpektoun

From Gastro (otopayog) + Ektoun (ektomi)
(surgical removal)

Gastrointestinal (system) ['aotpevtepko (cVotnpa)

From Gastro (otépayog) + the Ancient Greek évtepov (énteron) =
intestine

Gastroenterology l'aotpevtepoloyia

From the Ancient Greek évtepov (énteron) = intestine) + Greek -Aoyia
(-logia); synchronically, gastro- + enterology.
Medical specialization

Gastroenteritis [aotpevtepitig

From l'aotpo- (gastro) + evtepitig (enteritis).
1823
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Gastric Faotpikog
..Adenomas ASevipata
..Antral Avtpo
..Arteries Aptnpieg
..Atresia Atpnoia
..Atrophy Atpogia
..Biopsy Bloyia
...Carcinogenesis Kapkivoyéveoig
..Carcinoids Kapkivoeidn
..Carcinoma Kapkivwpa
..Cardia Kap&ia
...Dysrhythmias Avopubpuia
..Enterochromaffin cell-like tumors
Evtepoxpwpagvikoi dykot
..Histogenesis lotoyéveoig
..Hyperplastic polyps Yrmepmlaotikoi ToAUTOSEG
..Infections Aopwéelg
..Leiomyosarcomas Aelopvocapkmpata
..Lymphomas Aep@opata
..Myoelectricfunction MvogiektpikiAeitovpyia
..Phase ®don
..Phytobezoar ®vtobezoar
..Polypectomy [ToAvmektopr
..Polyps IToAUmodeg
..Stromal tumors Itpwpatikoi ‘Oykot
..Syphilis V@A
..Teratoma Tep&twpa

From the Ancient Greek word yaotnp (gaster) (genitive gastros) =
stomach, paunch, belly

Gastrin F'aotpivn
Gastrinoma l'aotpivopa

From the Ancient Greek word yaotip (gastér) + -in

Gastritis Taotpitig
..Alcoholic AAxooAwkn
..Atrophic Atpo@um
..Autoimmune Avtodvoon
...Chemical Xnuuxn
..Chronic Xpovia
..Hemorrhagic Awoppaywkn
..Infectious Aopméng
...Helicobacterpylori EAucofaktmpiSiax
..Collagenous KoAAayovméng
..Lymphocytic Aeppokvttapun
..Eosinophilic Hoowopukng
..Parasitic [Tapaoitir

From the Ancient Greek word yaotip (gastér)
+ itis
(inflammation)

Gastrointestinal l'aotpevtepikdoVompa

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + -intestine (évtepov) +
system (cVoTnpa)

Gastrografin l'aotpoypagivn

From the Ancient Greek words yaotip (gastér) + [pacivn (grafin,
write)

Gastroepiploic [aotpoemimAoikog

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + emumAoikdg
(epiploic)

Gastropathy l'aotpomdfelax

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + m&Bog (pathy)

Gastroparesis [aotpomdpeots

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + paresis (mépeats,
paralysis)

Gastroplegia l'aotpomAnyia

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) +plegia (mAnyia = blow,
boredom)

Gastroplasty l'aotpomAactikn (eméppaon)

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + plasty (mAactik)
Gastroplasty is formed by incomplete partition of the stomach so that
a small channel is left to allow passage of food from the small proximal
pouch to the distal stomach.

Gastroscopy 'aotpookdmmon Gastroscope l'aotpookodmio

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + scope (okoTé)

Gastrostomy ['actpoctopia

From the Ancient Greek words yaotip (gastér) + Stomia (otopic).

Gastroschisis 'aotpdoxiolg

From the Ancient Greek words yaotp (gastér) + schisis (cxlolg =
division)

Geophagia Faopayia

From the Greek word F'ato@ayia (geophagia). From 'ato (geo)-,
combining form of géo (earth) + @ayeiv (phagein = to eat).
dirt-eating, 1820.

Glucagonomal'Avkaydvwpo

glucagon + -oma
A tumour of the pancreas characterized by overproduction of glucagon

World J Gastroenterol Hepatol Endosc

Volume: 3.1




]ournal Home: https://www.sciencworldpublishing.org/

Science
World Publishing

— S o~

GlycogenI'Avkoydovo
Glycogenesis['Avkoyéveoig
GlucogenicacanthosisI'Aukoyovikr| akdvOwaotg

from Greek-derived ['Avko- (glyco-, sweet) + French -géne Coined in 1848
by French physiologist Claude Bernard (1813-1878).

Glucose Muko6ln

From Greek word I'Aevkog (gleukos, sweet wine). related to [Aukig
(glukus, sweet).

Glycolipids INukoAtmiSia

From Greek-derived ['A\vko6 (glyco- sweet) +AwniSwax (lipids)

Gluconeogenesis 'ukoveoyéveoig

From Greek-derived I'\ukd (glyco- sweet) + [éveois (genesis)

Glysoprotein ['Avkompwteivn

From Greek-derived I'\ukd (glyco- sweet) + [Ipwteivn (protein)

Glucuronic [vkovpovikd

From Greek-derived ["\wkg (gluc- sweet) + oUpov -uronic.

Glossitis wooitig

Early 19th century from Greek I'A\wooa (glossa, tongue) + it is

Gynecomastial'vvaikopaotia

From the Greek word I'vvaika (gyneco) = woman, female + Greek Maotdg
(mastos) = breast, + abstract noun ending -ia. 1881.
It can be seen in advanced liver cirrhosis

HamartomatousApaptopata PolypslloAUmodeg
PolyposissyndromeXuv8popo molumodiaong

It can be seen in advanced liver cirrhosis
From the Greek word Apaptia (hamartia) + -oma.
A hamartoma (from the Greek word Apaptioa meaning “fault, defect,” and
-oma, denoting a tumor or neoplasm).
A benign (noncancerous) tumor-like malformation made up of an
abnormal mixture of cells and tissues found in areas of the body where
growth occurs. It is considered a developmental error and can occur at a
number of sites.
Amartomatous polyps of the digestive tract

HelixEAlEHelixdoubleDNA'EAwca §ttAr} DNA

From Greek 'EA (helix, genitive helikos), a word used of anything in a
spiral shape (an armlet, a curl of hair, the tendril of a vine, a serpent's
coil), which is related to eilein "to turn, twist, roll”

HemaAiua (Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2012,29(Suppl 1):8-36)
Derivates: hem, -hem, -hem-hema-, - hema, hema- ,heme-, hemat-,
-hemat-, hemata-hemata-, hematin- hematino-, hemato-,hemato-, hemo-,
hemia, - hemic, - ema, -emia, -emic, -emid, - emo)

The Greek word Aima (haema, hema, blood) is possibly (no firm
indications) derived from the ancient Greek verb «ai®w» (aetho), which
means “make red-hot, roast” or “warm, heat” (etho=inflame, kindle).
In most ipsissinaverba, according to this interpretation, this word stems
from the passive present perfect of the verb «a{fw» (aetho)
«fopaw (hesme).

From this, we get «aiopa» (haesma) or «aipoa» (haema), which means
literally: “hot” or “incandescent” or “warm” (as it is supposed to be the
body fluid).

It is also related to the verb «aiovaw» (aeonao=moisten, sprinkle,
drench).

All the previous words draw their ancestry from the Indoeuropeansai-
men (=viscous, mucous juice) and are related to Old Germanic seim
(=pure honey) and Lithuanian syvas (=juice).

The verb «aiBw» (aetho) also gives the word «ai@oy» (aethops=shiny,
ardent, impetuous).

There are about 1.100 words in the English language dictionaries, about
6.000.000 as well 350.000 words in Google and PubMed, respectively
containing the Greek word “hema” and its derivatives.

Many words are Greek compounds with the prefixes hyper-, hypo-, auto-
(“auto”=self, same), iso- (“iso”=equal, uniform) or adding the privative
an- (“a-"=without, not)).

Hemangioma Awpayysiopa

From the Greek words Aipa (Hema) = blood + -wpa (-oma)

Hemangioendothelioma ApayyglogvSonAiwpa

From the Greek words Aipa (Hema) = blood + Evo- (endo, inside) + -
wpa (-oma)
A neoplasm derived from blood vessels, characterized by numerous
prominent endothelial cells that occur singly or in aggregates and line
vascular tubes or channels.

Hematemesis Awpatépeotg

From hemato-
+ emesis (vomiting)

Hematocrite Awatokpitg

From haemato- ‘of blood’ + Greek word Kpttrg (krités, judge). late 19th
century

Hematochezia Awatoyeoia

The term is from Greek aipa ("blood") and yéZewv ("to defaecate").

Hematoma (haematoma) Apdtwpa

1826, from hemato-
+-oma.

Hemolysis Awpuoivoig
Hemolytic Aipolutikdg

From hemo- + -lysis, from Ancient
Greek atpa (haima, “blood”) + Aoig (ltsis, “loosening”).

Hemodialysis AwpodidAvoig

From Greek Aipa (haima)

And from Greek word AidAvoig (dialysis, dissolution, separation) (used of
the disbanding of troops, a divorce, etc.), or from the Greek word StoAvewv
(dialyein, dissolve, separate) from dia "apart”

+ lyein "loosen" Mid 19th century
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Hemoperitoneum Awpomepitovatov

from Greek Aipa (haima) = blood + mepttovatov (peritoneum) Mid 19th
century

Hematopoiesis Aipomoimotig

Mid 19th century from Greek haima
+ [loinowgAnpovpyia (poiesis) = creation

Hemorrhage Awpoppayia

from Greek Atpa haima + payia (rhage, rupture)
Mid 19th century

Hemorrhagic Awoppaywr
..Pancreatitis mayxpeatitig
..Gastritis yaotpitig
..Gastropathy yaotpomdafeia
...Colitis KoAitig

From Greek Awpoppayia (haimorrhagia), from haima ‘blood’ + the stem of
rhégnunai ‘burst’

Hemorrhoids Awpoppoideg
Hemorrhoidectomy Aipoppoidextopr

Mid 19th century from Greek Aipa (haima‘’blood’) + an element related to
rhein ‘to flow’.
from Greek haimorrhoides (phlebes) ‘bleeding (veins)’

Hemosiderin Awooidnpivn
Hemosiderosis Aipooidnpwotg

From Greek Aipa (haima + hemo)- + sidero- + -in
Mid 19th century
hemosiderin + -osis

Hemostasis Awdotactg

from Greek Aipa haima + otdotg (stasis) = The process of
keeping blood inside a damaged vessel to stop bleeding (haimostasis,
“styptic drug”). Mid 19th century

Hemochromatosis Aipoxpwpdtwotg

From Greek Aipa (haima “blood”) + chromat- (“color”) + - osis (“disease”),
from the changing color of blood affected by the disorder.
Mid 19th century

Herpes ‘Epmng
Herpes zoster Epmn¢ {wotip
Herpetic Epmntukég

from Greek Epmng (herpés, shingles).
Literally ‘creeping’,
from ‘Epmewv (herpein, to creep).

Hemicolectomy HpkoAektopn

1882, from combining form of colon + -ectomy "a cutting, surgical
removal."

Hepatectomy Hratextoun

The word "hepatectomy" is derived from Greek.
In Greek liver is hepar and -ectomy comes from the Greek sxtopn
(ektomé, to remove).

Hepatic Hratuwcog Hepatogenic Hratoyevng
Hepatology HratoAoyia Hepatomegaly Hratopeyadia
Hepatocarcinogenesis Hratokapkivoyéveotg
Hepatic artery Hratua aptmpia
Hepatic encephalopathy Hratikieyke@alomdBeia
Hepatosplenomegaly HratoomAnvopeyaiia
Hepatotropic Hmatotpomikdg
Hepatotoxic Hratotofikog

From the Greek 'Hmap (hépar, liver)

Hepatitis Hratitig
Delta AéAta
Immunization EpBoAiacpog
Hepatotoxicant Hratotoéuo
Hepatotoxicity Hratotofikdétta
Hepatotoxins Hratotoéiveg

1727, from Greek matog (hépatos), genitive of hepar "liver," + - itis
"inflammation."

HepatoerythropoieticPorphyria HrnatogpuBpomomtik Mopupia

In Greek liver is hepar

Hepatoblastoma HratoBAdotwpa

In Greek liver is hepar + blastoma
Ancient Greek BA&otn>blastos (=sprout, germ)
>Ba&AAw /valo(=push, throw) + {otnpt/istimi(=put) + -wpa/-oma
=-oma, suffix meaning a state or a condition eg disease condition)

Hepatoma Hrdtwpa

From the Greek word 'Hmap (liver)
+-oma

Hippocrates Itmokpdtng

The “father” of Medicine

Histology IotoAoyia
Histological lotoloyikog

From the Greek word Ioto- (histo- tissue) + -logy. "study of organic
tissues,"
1847

Histochemistry Iotoxnpueio
Histochemical lotoynikog

From the Greek word Ioto- (histo- tissue) + -logy.
+ chemistry

Histoplasmosis [otomAdopwots
Histoplasma [otomlaopa

From the Greek word [otdg (histos)= Tissue + TMAdopwotg (plasmosis

HistorylotopuwoHistoricallotopukdg

Medical history, from the Greek word Iotopiké (historiko) = History
[ Historical control group ]

Helicobacter pylori EAucoBaktnpidio Tov muAwpol

From the Greek word 'EA& (helix) + Baktnpidio (Vacteridio) +
[MuAwpoV (pyloric)

HelminthsEApwvOeg

"intestinal worm," 1852, from helmintho-, stem of Greek 'EApvOeg
(Helmins: parasitic worm).
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HomeopathyOpotomadntikn

From the Greek word ‘Opotog (homoios, like, similar, of the same kind) +
[1dBewa (-patheia, disease), also "feeling, emotion". Greek homoiopathes
meant "having like feelings or affections, sympathetic.”

Coined 1824 by German physician Samuel Friedrich Hahnemann (1755-
1843)

Hyaline YaAivn (ovoia)

From Greek YoAivn (hyalinos, of glass or crystal). From "YaAog (hyalos,
glass).
Mallory bodies in alcoholic hepatitis and other disorders

Hidradenitis YSpadevitig

Ultimately representing the Ancient
Greek roots i8pa¢ (hidrds, “sweat”, stem: i8pw1t-, hidrot-
) + &81v (adén, “gland”, stem: 48ev-, aden) + -Ttig (-itis).

Hydropneumatic YSpaepukdg

From the Greek words Y&po- (hydro-) + ITvevpatikog (Pneumatic, air)
Relating to both liquid and gas substances.

Hydatic (cyst) YSatidwr| (k0oTis)

Borrowed from Ancient Greek vSatig (hudatis, “watery vesicle”).
Greek hydatid-, hydatis watery cyst.

Hydrated 'Evudpog

From Greek hydr-, stem of "Yéwp (hydor, water). From suffixed form of
root *wed-"water; wet.").
Coined c. 1800 by French chemist Joseph-Louis Proust (1754-1826)

Hydrogen Y&poyovo

From the Greek word Y§po- (hydr-, stem of Yéwp (hydor, water). Coined
1787 by G. de Morveau, Lavoisier, Berthollet, and Fourcroy.

Hydrotherapy Yépofepameia

From Ancient Greek v8po- (hudro-), or from V8wp (hudor, “water”).
From hydro- "water" + therapy 1842.

Hydronephrosis Ypovéppwotig

From Ancient Greek v8po- (hudro-), from U8wp (hudor, “water”). hydro- +
nephrosis
Obstruction of ureters in Crohn’s disease

Hydrophilic Y§po@irog

From Ancient Greek 0Spo- (hudro-), from U6wp (hiador, “water”).
Bulk laxatives Hydrophilic agents

Hydroxyurea Y&po&uoupia

From Ancient Greek U8po- (hudro-), from U8wp (htdor, “water”) + urea

Hyperalgesia Yrepodynoia

From Ymép hyper- "over, exceedingly, to excess" + ending probably based
on analgesia.
abnormal sensitivity to pain,” 1854.
In chronic pancreatitig

Hyperammonia Yrepappwviopio

From Greek hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + ammonia

Hyperamylasemia YrepapvAacatpio

From Greek Ymép (hyper) (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often
implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -amylase + - emia

Hyperbaric YrépBapog

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + Bdpog(weight).

Hypergamma- globulinemia Yrepyappaoc@at- pvatpia

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -gamma, + - globulin- + -emia

Hypergastrinemia Yrepyaotpwarpio

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying exceedingly, to excess, + -gastrin, + -emia

Hyperemesis Ymepépeotg

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -emesis (vomiting)

Hyperechoic Yrepnxoikog

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -1)xo¢ (echo)

Hyperkalemia Ymepkaiapio

From Greek Ynép (hyper (over, beyond, overmuch, above measure) word-
forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess," + -Kal- (potassium), + -emia

Hyperkeratosis Yrepkepdtwotg

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess"

Hyperlpidaemia YrepAtmiSatpia

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,” + -lipid + -emia word-forming element meaning "over, above,
beyond," and often implying "exceedingly, to excess,"

Hyperlipoproteinemia Yrephmompwtei- vatpia

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess,"” + -lipo + -protein

+-emia
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Hypermetabolic YreppetafoAkdg

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -metabolic

Hypernephromas Yrepvéppwpa

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -nephromas.

Hyperparathyroidism YnepmapaBupeo- etSiopdg

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + - parathyroidism

Hyperperistaltic Ynepmeplotadtikos

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -peristaltic

Hyperproteinemia Yrnepmpwteivapia

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -protein + - emia

Hyperplasia Ynepmlacia0

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + -plasia

Hyperplastic Yrepmiaotikog Gastricpolyp I'aotpikdg moAvmoug
Gastropathy l'aotpondBeia ColorectalpolypsIloAVmoug mayéogevtépou

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess," + plastic

Hypersplenism YnepomAnviopog

word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess,"
From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,”

Hypertriglyceridemia YmeptpiyAukepiSaipia

word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess," from Greek Ynép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over,
beyond, overmuch, above measure,”

Hypertonic Ynéptovog

From Greek hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess,"

Hypertrophy Yreptpopia

word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess," from Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over,
beyond, overmuch, above measure"

Hypertrophic gastropathy Yreptpo@um yaotpomdBeia

word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess," from Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over,
beyond, overmuch, above measure,"

Hypertrophic pyloric stenosis Yreptpo@kn mTuAwpiky 6Tévwolg

word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and often implying
"exceedingly, to excess," from Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over,
beyond, overmuch, above measure,”

Hyperchylomicronemia YmepyvAopikpovatpio

From Greek Ymép hyper (prep. and adv.) "over, beyond, overmuch, above
measure,"word-forming element meaning "over, above, beyond," and
often implying "exceedingly, to excess,"

Hypolipoproteinemia YmopntoAtmonpwrteivatpia

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + Brjta (beta) + Aumo (lipo) + mpwTteivn (protein)
+ emia

Hypogammaglobulenemia Yroyappao@apwatpio

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than"

+ yappa (gamma) + -globulin +-emia

Hypogastric Yroyd&otplo

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + yaotpikdg (gastricos).

Hypoglycemia YroyAvkaipia

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + yAuvkog (glyc-) + emia

Hypochoic Yronyog

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + 1jxog (sound, choic
[ Hypochoicmetastases |

Hypometabolic YropetafoAkdg

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; and
the word MetaBoAkog (Metabolic)

Hypothesis Yto0so1g
HypothesisTesting Ymo0¢oewgéAeyxos
Hypothesis, alternative EvaAlaxtiki vmdéOeon
Hypothesis null Mn§evikr vtdé0eomn (dxvpn)

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + 8¢o1g (thesis)
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Hypolactasia Yrolaktaoio

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + lactasia

Hypoperistaltic YomepiotaAtikog

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" + Ancient Greek term §Uvayig TTepLoTAATIKN
(dinamisperistaltiké, “the action of the bowels by which their contents
are propelled”)

Also from meplotéAdw (peristéllo, “to wrap around”), (mepi- (peri
“around”) + otéAAw (stéllo, “to make ready, to prepare”).

Hypoplasia Yromiaoia

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than" e.g. of the extrahepatic biliary tree secondary to
decreased bile flow + plasia

Hypotonic Yrtotovog

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than word-forming element meaning + tonic

Hypopharynx Yro@dapuy§

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than"
word-forming element meaning "under, beneath; less," + pharynx

Hypochlorhydria YroyAwpudpia

From the Greek word Yo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up
from under; toward and under word-forming element meaning "under,
beneath; less, less than"
word-forming element meaning "under, beneath; less, less than" + - chlor
+ -hydria

Hypochondriasis YmoxovSpiaotg

From the Greek word Ymo (hypo) (prep. and adverb) "under, + chondria
(hupokhondria), denoting the soft body area below the ribs, from hupo
‘under’ + khondros ‘sternal cartilage’. The term was first used to denote
a form of melancholy that was thought to arise from the liver and spleen.
mid 17th century

Hyaluronicacid YaAovpovik6o&d

From the Greek word "YoAog (hyalos "glass, clear alabaster, crystal lens
used as a burning glass,") + Greek OUpov (ouron urine) + ic

Hygiene Yyiewn
Hygiene industrial Biopunyavikn vytewn
Hygiene personal Yyiewn atopwn
Hygiene social Yyiewr kowwvikr
Hygienic Yyiewog

From Greek word Yytewn
From vyu\chygies "healthy, sound, hearty," Literally "living well"
(personified as the goddess Hygieia).
The Greek adjective was used by Aristotle as a noun meaning "health”.
The difficult spelling in English is a relic of the struggle to render the
Greek vowels into French.

Hypocaliemia YmoxaAtapia

From Greek Yo hypo (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up from under;
toward and under +, KéAtov (kali, potassium) + -emia.

Hypomagnesemia Ymopayvnolapia

From Greek Ymo hypo (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up from under;
toward and under +, Mayvnot- (magnesium) + -emia.

Hyponatremia Yrovatplatpia

From Greek Yo hypo (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up from under;
toward and under +, Ndtpiov (Sodium) + emia

Hypochromic Yroxpwikog

From Greek Ymo hypo (prep. and adverb) "under, beneath; up from under;
toward and under +, -xpwptkdg (color)

HysteriaYotepia

From Greek hysterikos "of the womb, suffering in the womb," from
hystera "womb,"
Seen in hepatic disorders

Homeopathy Opotomadntukr

From Greek ‘Opotoghomoios ‘like’ same" + patheia early 19th century

Heterozygous Etepoluyw g (0g)

From Greek 'Etepogheteros "the other (of two), another, different; second;
other than usual."

HeterotropicEtepotpomikdg

From Greek 'Etepogheteros "the other (of two), another, different; second;
other than usual." + tropic

Iatrogenic latpoysviig

From the Greek word latpég (iatros) (healer) + -genic (producing).
"induced by a physician," 1920
e.g. pancreatitis after ERCP

Idiopathy I8iomabeia
Idiopathic [§iomabrig

From medical Greek I§tomdBeia
idiopatheia, or from idios "one's own" + -patheia, abstract noun formation
from I1d6og pathos "suffering, disease,
feeling”

Idiosyncrasyl8iocuykpacia

The term "idiosyncrasy"” originates
From Greek iStoocvykpacia idiosynkrasia, "a peculiar temperament, habit
of body"
From {81o6idios, "one's own", cOvsyn, "with" and kpaotg krasis, "blend of
the four humors" (temperament)) or literally "particular mingling".
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InorganicAvopyavog

From in- (not, opposite of) + organic (adj.).
"without the organized structure which characterizes living things,"
Inorganical in this sense is from 1670s.
e.g. Iron transport

IntraarterialEvSoaptnplaxog

intra- + arterial
Within (or into) an artery Intrarterial infusion of chemotherapeutics

Iodine I®0

From Greek iw8egiodes ‘violet-coloured’, from ion ‘violet’ + - eidés ‘like’)
+ -ine.

Ion [6v
Ionic lovikog

Coined from Greek I6v (ion), neuter present participle of ienai "go,"
So called because ions move toward the electrode of opposite charge. mid
19th century

Katharsis K&Bapotig

From Greek K&bapotg (catharsis), "purging, cleansing," From Kabaipetv
(kathairein) ‘cleanse, to purify, purge,
From KaBapog (katharos) ‘pure’ clear of dirt, clean, spotless; open, free;
clear of shame or guilt; purified”.
The notion of ‘release’ through drama (catharsis) derives from Aristotle's
Poetics

Katabolism KataBoAiopdg

From Greek KatafoAn (katabole) "a throwing down" (also "a
foundation"),
From KatafdAAew, (kataballein) "to throw down," From Kata
(kata) "down" + ballein "to throw"

Koilonychia Kotlovuyia

The term is from the Greek: xot)og, koilos, "hollow", 6vug, onyx, nail.
Koilonychia is associated with Plummer-Vinson syndrome and iron
deficiency anemia.

It has also been associated with lichen planus, syphilis, and rheumatic
fever.

LithotripsyABotpupia LithotriptersAiBotpinteg

From Ao (litho-) ‘of stone’ + Greek tpupia (tripsis) ‘rubbing’, From
TpiBew (tribein) ‘to rub’ Mid 19th century Lithogenic bile in users of
clifibrate

LithocholicacidABoyxoAuc6oE0

From the Greek word AiBog (lithos, Stone) + xoAwko (cholic) + acid

LithogenicAiBoyovog

From the Greek word AiBog (lithos, Stone) + ['dvog (gonos), create.

Lipase Atrtdon

From Greek Aimog (fat) + -ase. late 19th century

Lipid Aumtidio
..Membranes Mepfpdaveg
...Metabolism MetafoAiopnog
..Peroxidation Ymepo&eidwotg

based on Greek Aimog (lipos) ‘fat’.

LipodystrophyAtmoSvotpopia

lipo- + G. dys -bad, difficult, + trophé, (nourishment) Defective
metabolism of fat.

LipolysisAinoAvoig
Lipolytic (enzymes) AtmoAvtikd (éviupa)

Literally meaning: fat splitting
Ancient Greek Aimog (=fat, grease) >Aimog > verb Aeifw/livo(=grease)
Aog/lysis(=dissolution, degradation > verb AWw/leo =break down, solve,
loose, degradate)
Lipolysis is the hydrolysis of fats into fatty acids and glycerol. Enzymes
released into the circulation in acute pancreatitis

Lipopolysaccharides AttomoAvoakyapiteg

From greekAimog (lipos), meaning "fat".
poly: "many"” (From greek moA0 (poly), meaning "much" or "many").
saccharide: "sugar” (from latinsaccharon, meaning "sugar").
This is also the origin of the term "saccharine”, meaning "really sweet"
if referring to a dessert, or "overly sweet" to the point of being sickly/
annoying

Lipoprotein Aurompwteivny

lipo: "fat" (from greekAimog (lipos), meaning "fat") + Protein

Liposomes Atmoompiia

lipo: "fat" (from greekAimog (lipos), meaning "fat") + Somes

Lipoma A{nwpa, Liposarcoma Attocapkwpa,
Lipomatous polyposis Attopataéng
TIOAVTIOO LG
Lipomatous Pseudohypertrophy, Attopataéng yevSovmeptpopia

lipo: "fat" (from greekAimog (lipos), meaning "fat") + omaTumors arising
in many digestive organs (e.g. biliary system)
Appearing in pancreatic disorders

Lobe Aofdg

From Greek Aof36¢ lobos "lobe, lap, slip; vegetable pod," used of lap- or
slip-like parts of the body or plants, especially "earlobe,” but also of lobes
of the liver or lungs, a word of unknown origin.

LeptospiraAsntoéoneipa LeptospirosisAsntooneipwotg

from Aemtd (lepto-) ‘narrow’ + Greek omeipa (speira) ‘coil’ + -osis.

1920s
Lymphocyte Aepgoxtttapo Lymphopenia AsppoTmevia From lympho- "lymph" + -cyte "a cell." lympho- + -cyte.
Lymphocytosis Agp@oxuttdpwotg 1890

Lymphangiectasia Asppayyeiektaoio

lymphangiectasis ectasia,
ectasis - dilatation or distension of a hollow organ

LeucopeniaAgvkomevia

Greek Aguko (leuko-) (white) + Greek mevia (penia) (poverty, need).
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LogarithmAoydapi®pogLogarithmicAoyaptBpikdg

From Greek Adyog (logos) ‘reckoning, ratio’ + AptOpog
(arithmos) ‘number’. early 17th century

LyophilizationAvo@lomoinon

lyo- + philos + -ization (alternatively analyzed as lyophilize + -ation),
From Ancient Greek 20w (140, “to loosen, to
dissolve”) + @iAog (philos, “beloved”) + -ilewv (-izein) + Latin -atio, due to
the dried product being able to rapidly reabsorb the solvent and restore
the original substance, hence “lyophil” (solvent-loving) 1894, US.

LysosomeAvcoowpoLysosomalenzymesAvcoowiokd Eviupa

From lyso- + -some
Uses the combining forms lyso- (referring to lysis and derived from the
Latin lysis, meaning "to loosen", via Ancient Greek Avaoig [lusis]), and
-some, from soma, "body", yielding "body that lyses" or "lytic body". The
adjectival form is lysosomal.
The forms lyosome and lyosomal are much rarer; they use the lyo- form of
the prefix but are often treated by readers and editors as mere unthinking
replications of typos, which has no doubt been true as often as not. 1955

Magnesia Maywnoia
Milk of Magnesia Mayvnoiag ydAa

From Greek (he) Magnesia (lithos) "the lodestone," Literally "(the)
Magnesian (stone), a mineral said to have been brought
from Magnesia, the region in Thessaly, which is said to be named for the
native people name Magnetes, which is of unknown origin.

Mass Mala, Massive Malikog

From Greek Mala (maza) "barley cake, lump, mass, ball," which is related
to massein "to knead,"
Massive hepatic necrosis

Macroamylasemia Makpoapvlacatpio

macroamylase + G. haima, blood

Macroscopic MakpookoTikog
Macroscopical MakpookoTikdg

From macro- + ending from microscopic. visible to the naked eye.
1841

Megacolon MeydkoAov

Méya (mega)-
+ KoAov (colon)

Melena Médawa

The origin of melena is dated to the early 19th century via Greek melaina
(feminine of melas, black)

MelanomaMeA&vwpo

from Greek MéAag (melas), melan- ‘black’
+-oma. mid 19th century

Mesentery (ic) Meoevtéplov (0g)
..Aneurysm AveOpuopo
..Artery Apmpia
..DesmoidAecposidng
..Embolism 'Epfoio
..Thrombosis Opopfwotig
..Cyst Kbotig
..Ischemia [oyapio
..Lymphadenitis Aeppadevitig
..Mesotheliomas MecoOnAwpata

From Greek mesenterion,
from pécog (mesos) ‘middle’ + enteron ‘intestine’.

Metabolism MetafoAiopog
Metabolite MetaBoAitng
Metabolic syndrome MetafoAwkd cOvSpopo

From Greek petafioAn (metabolé) ‘change’ from petafdiiew
(metaballein) ‘to change’) + -ism.

Metaplasis Metamiaoig
Metaplastic epithelium Metamiaotiko emOA0

From Greek word MetdmAaoig metaplasse meta, over, + TTAdoigplasis—
plassein, to form.

Metastasis Metdotaotg
Metastatic Metaotatikog

From Greek Metdotaotg (metastasis) "a removing, removal; migration; a
changing; change, revolution,”
Or from peBiotaval (methistanai) "to remove, change,”
Or from petd (meta), here indicating "change" + histanai "to place, cause
to stand. Literally ‘removal or change’,

MeterMétpov

From Greek pétpov (metron) "meter, a verse; that by which anything is
measured; measure, length, size, limit, proportion

Non-alcoholicsteatohepatitisMn aAkooAkfoteatonmatitida

steato- (Ztéap, Aimog, fat) + hepatitis (from Greek hépatos, genitive of
‘Hmap (hepar) "liver,") + -itis "inflammation.”

MeningitisMnviyyitig

From Greek Mfjviy§ (meninx genitive meningos) "membrane,”
+ -itis (inflammation).

Mechanical Mnyavikog
Mechanism Mnyaviopog

From Greek Mnyavikég (mékhanikos) + -al. From mechanic (adj.) + - al.
By 1570s as "of or pertaining to machines and their use.

Microbe Mwkpo6fio

From Greek Mikp6g (micros) ‘small’ + Biog (bios) ‘life’. In Greek the
compound would mean "short-lived." late 19th century

Microbesaerobic MikpoBia agpdpia
Microbesanaerobic Mukpofia avagpofBia
Microbiology MikpoBioAoyia
Microbiologist MikpofLoAdyog

From Greek Mikp6g (micros) ‘small; little, petty, trivial, slight, and the
Greek word F'aotp (Yaotnp gaster genitive yaotpdggastros) "stomach,
paunch, belly," often figurative of gluttony or greed, also "womb, uterus;

sausage,” by dissimilation from *graster, literally
"eater, devourer," from gran "to gnaw, eat.
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MicrolithiasisMupoABiaoig

From Greek Mikp6g (micros) ‘small’. Greek smikros "small, little, petty,
trivial, slight

MicroscopeMkpookotio MicroscopicMikpookoTikdg
MicroscopyMuwkpookdmmotg Microscopyscanningelectron (SEM)
MukpookoTiot 6APwWONGNAEKTPOVIKT

From Greek Mukp6g (micros) ‘small’. Greek smikros "small, little, petty,
trivial, slight + oxon® (scope)
Microscopic colitis

MicrosporidiumMkpooTopiSiov MicrosporidiosisMikpoomopi§iwotig

From Greek Mwp6g (micros) ‘small’
Greek smikros "small, little, petty, trivial, slight + -sporidion

MicrosomalMkpoowpakdg

From Greek Mikpdg (micros) ‘small’. Greek smikros "small, little, petty,
trivial, slight + somiakos

Mitochondrium Mitoyovépio

From Greek Mitog (mitos) "thread," a word of uncertain etymology,
+ khondrion "little granule,” diminutive of khondros "granule, lump of
salt”

Monogenetic MovoyeveTikdg

Word-forming element of Greek origin meaning "one, single, alone; mono
containing one (atom, etc.)" From Greek Mévog
(monos) "single, alone, - + genetic.
With congenital gastrointestinal manifestations

Monoclonal MovokAwvik6g
Monoclonal antibody MovokAwviké avticwpa

Word-forming element of Greek origin meaning "one, single, alone;
containing one (atom, etc.),"
From Greek Mdvog (monos) "single, alone, Form of Greek KA@vog (klon)
"a twig, spray,” related to klados "sprout, young branch, offshoot of a plant

Morphine Mopgivn

From Greek Mopr| (morphé )"form, shape, beauty, outward appearance,”
which is of unknown origin. So called because of the drug's sleep-
inducing properties.

Name coined by German apothecary Friedrich Sertiirner (1783-1840) in
reference to Latin Morpheus (q.v.), Ovid's name for the god of dreams.

MorphologyMop@oAoyia MorphologicalMop@oloyucog

From Greek Mopm (morphé) ‘form’ + -logy. mid 19th century

Myasthenia Muac6évela

From Greek Mvo (myo-) "muscle” + asthenia "weakness." 1856
Associated with oropharengeal dysphagia

Myenteric (plexus) Muevtepuo (TAéypa)

From combining form of Greek Mug (mys) "muscle," + enteric Literally
"mouse”

Myoelectric (activity) MvuonAektpikn (Spaotnpiomra)

From combining form of Greek Mug (mys) "muscle," Literally "mouse" +
electric

MyositisMvooitig

From combining form of Greek Mug (mys) "muscle,” Literally "mouse" +
itis (inflammation) Associated with dysphagia

Myotomy (Heller) Muotoun

From combining form of Greek Mug (mys) "muscle," Literally "mouse" +
Toun (tomy) scission

MyotonicdystrophyMuotovikriiduatpopia

From combining form of Greek Mug (mys) "muscle," Literally "mouse” +
Tonic
Associated with oropharengeal dystrophy

Magnetic MayvntikosMagneticresonanceimaging
MayvntiknTopoypagia AngiographyAyyesoypagia
CholangiographyXolayyeloypagia

From Greek magnésAifog( lithos) ‘lodestone’, From Greek ho Magnes
lithos "the Magnesian stone,"
from Magnesia region in Thessaly where magnetized ore was obtained.
Figurative sense of "something which attracts" is from 1650s.

Macrocephaly Makpoxe@aiio

From Greek makrokephalos,
From pakpo6g (macros) "large, long" + Keadr (kephalé) "head"
of or pertaining to a large head (of a person),” 1851, Multiple syndrome
including lipomas hemangiomas.

Macrophages Maxpo@aya

From pakpo6g (macro-) "large”
+ -phage "eater." 1890

Malakoplakia MaAaxomAakia

From Greek podaké (malako-) (“soft”) + - Maxia (plakia) (“plate”).

Marasmus Mapaopog

From Greek Mapaopdg (marasmos) ‘a wasting away, withering’ decay,
From the Greek word papaivew (marainein) to quench, weaken, wither,"
mid 17th century
"wasting away of the body," 1650s
Skin lesions - Syndrome

Method Mé6o8og
Methodology analytical MeBoSoAoyia avaAvtiky

From Greek M£6o8og (methodos) “scientific inquiry, method of inquiry,
investigation,”originally“pursuit, a following after”

MethodofanalogyMé6080g g avaloyiag

From Greek M£8o8og (methodos) "scientific inquiry, method of inquiry,
investigation,” originally "pursuit, a following after,"
From petd (meta) "in pursuit or quest of" + hodos "a method, system; a
way or manner" (of doing, saying, etc.)

Melanin MeAavivn

From Greek péAag (melas), melan- ‘black’ + -in. with chemical suffix - in;
the first element is from Greek melas (genitive melanos) "black”
Deposition in the dermis in various disorders. mid 19th century

MesenchymaMeoéyyvpa MesenchymalamartomasMeogyyvpatikd
ALAPTOHATA

From Ancient Greek péoog (mésos, “middle”) + -enchyme (“cellular
tissue”) (¢yxvpa énkhuma, “infusion”). Late 19th c.
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MesotheliomaMecoOnAiwpa

From péoog (meso-) ‘middle’ + a shortened form of epithelium.
mesothelium + -oma. Late 19th century

Metaanalysis MetaavdAvoig, Metaanalysis prospective
Metaavdvoig mpoottiky, MetaepidemiologyMetaemidnpooyio
Metaexperimental study Metamneipapatiki MeAém
Metasynthesis MetacUvOeoig

From the Greek peta-, meta-, meaning "after” or "beyond" is a prefix
meaning more comprehensive or transcending and from avaivewv
(analuein) ‘unloose’, from ana- ‘up’ + luein ‘loosen’.
late 16th century

Metachronous Metdypovog

From meta- + -chronous time
Not synchronous; multiple separate occur-
rences, such as multiple primary cancers developing at intervals.
Digastive tract adenomas or cancers

Microgram Mwpoypappdpto

micro- + gram

Micronutrient MikpoBpemntikdg

micro- + nutrient a nutritious substance,” 1828 Greek smikros "small,
little, petty, trivial, slight

Microclimate MukpoxAipa

Greek smikros "small, little, petty, trivial, slight, rom Greek kAipa (klima)
‘slope, zone’,

Microphonia Mikpogwvia

Greek smikros "small, little, petty, trivial, slight, + @wvn (voice)
In hepatic encephalopathy

Myotonicdystrophy Mvotoviki Suotpo@ia
Dystrophic Avotpo@ukog

from Greek dys- "hard, bad, ill" + tpo@n (trophe) "nourishment”
d.d. from constipation

NarcosisNa&pkwoigNarcotic Napkwtikd

From Greek Napkwotg (narkosis) From narkoun ‘make numb’. to benumb"
late 17th century For chronic non-cancer pain

Nausea Navtia

From Greek Navtia (nausea)
From naus ‘ship’, Or from Ionic Greek nausia (Attic nautia) "seasickness,
nausea, disgust,” literally "ship-sickness,"

Necrosis Nékpwolg
Necrotizing Nexpwtikog
Necrotizing angiitis Nexpwtua ayyeutida

From Greek Nékpwotg (nekrosis) (necro-, -osis),"a becoming dead, state
of death".
From nekroun "make dead,” from nekros "dead body. mid 17th century
Fat necrosis in necrotizing pancreatitis

Neoplasm NeomAaopa
Neoplastic NeomAaopatikos
Neoplasia Neomlaoia
Neurogenic (tumors) Nevpoyeveig (6ykot)

From neo- ‘new’ + Greek mAdopa (plasma) ‘formation coined by German
physiologist Karl Friedrich Burdach (1776-1847)
From veo (neo-) "new" + Greek plasma "formation, anything formed" mid
19th century

NematodeNnpatoetd1ig NosocomialNocokopelarkog

From Greek Nevpo (neural) "nerve" (Galen), originally "sinew, bowstring,"
also neuron "sinew, string (of a bow or musical instrument); cord; penis;"
in plural "strength, vigor, + genic

NyctalopiaNuktoAwmia

From Greek vnpato (nemat-) "thread" + -odes
"like, of the nature of".
So called for their thread-like appearance.

OctapeptideOktamentiSio

From Greek voooko6pog (nosokomos) ‘person who tends the sick’ + -ial.
Greek voookopeiov (nosokomeion) "an infirmary," from vocokopeiov
(nosokomein) "to take care of the sick," from vocog (nosos) "disease,
sickness," a word of unknown origin, + kopetv (komein) "take care of,

attend to." Nosocome was a 17c. word for "hospital.”

NyctalopiaNvktaAwmio

Nyctalopia is ultimately derived from the Greek word nyktalops, which
was formed by combining the word for NUxta ("night" "nyx") with the

words for "blind" and "eye" ("alaos" and "ops," respectively).

OctapeptideOktamnentiSio

From the Greek number oxt® (octa-) + peptide
A protein fragment or molecule (as oxytocin or vasopressin) that consists
of eight amino acids linked in a polypeptide chain.

Nyctalopia NuktodwTia

From the Greek roots 080vn (odyno-), pain + -phagia,
From @ayelv (phagein), to eat.

Octapeptide Oxtamnemntidio

Ancient Greek 6Aiyot (oligoi, meaning “few”) + saccharide

Odynophagia O8uvogpayia

"the scientific study of tumors," 1857, coined in English from onco-
"tumor” + -logy "science or study of."

OncogenesOykoyoviSia Oncogenic (viruses)1949
Oykoyo6vogOncogenesis 1932 OykoyévesigOmphaloceleOpg@aioxnin

From the Greek oyxo- (onco-) "tumor” + -gene, from root of Greek gignere
(perfective genui) "to beget, produce” gene which can
transform a normal cell into a tumor cell,” 1969

OmphaloceleOp@aAokiin

Origin: Ancient Greek Op@atdg/omphalos (=navel) + kfjAn/kele(=hernia)
>knAews/keleos(=burn, rupture) Literally meaning: “outside the navel”

Organ 'Opyavov Organic Opyavikdg
Organism Opyaviopdg Organogenesis Opyavoyéveotg
Organomegaly Opyavopeyoiia
Organelles OpyaviAdia
Organization Opydvwolg
Organizer Opyavwtrg

From Greek 6pyavov (organon) tool, instrument, sense organ, implement,
tool for making or doing, musical instrument, organ of sense, organ of the
body. Literally: that with which one works.
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Orthotopic OpBotomiky

From Greek op86 (Ortho) + topic
e.g. Liver transplantation

Osteoporosis 0oTe0TOPWOLG
Osteoporotic 06Te0TOPWTIKAG

From Ancient Greek: 66téov, osteo- ‘bone’ + Greek mdpog
(poros) ‘passage, pore’ + -osis. mid 19th century (1846)
Due to treatment with corticosteroids,
Accompanying inflammatory bowel disease, primary sclerosing
cholangitis, primary biliary cirrhosis and lactose intolerance.

OsteomasOoTte®pata

From Ancient Greek: 6otéov, (osteo) bone
+ from Greek -0ma indicating a tumor

Osteomyelitis Ooteopvelitig

The word is from Greek words 6ctéov osteon, meaning bone, + pueAo-
(myelo) meaning marrow, and -itg -itis meaning inflammation.
The condition was described at least as early as the 300s BC by

Hippocrates.

OsteodystrophyOoteoSvotpogia

From Ancient Greek: 6atéov, (osteo-) ‘bone’ + dystrophy
Observed in chronic biliary cirrhosis

OsteomalaciaOoteopodaxia

from Ancient Greek 6otéov, (osteo-) ‘bone’ + Greek podakdg
(malakos) ‘soft’. Early 19th century

Osteopenia Ooteomevia

From Ancient Greek 6atéov, (osteo-) + -mevia (penia, poverty)

From Greek ‘Ocpog (0smos) ‘a push’ "in ward" + Greek 6smos "a

Osm thrusting, a pushing,"From stem of ‘06¢tv (6thein) "to push, to thrust”
mid 19th century
From Greek otopa (stoma) (genitive stomatos) "mouth; mouthpiece;
talk, voice; mouth of a river; any outlet or inlet,
Ostomy Xtopia According to some authors the word ostium means “opening”, thus

ileostomy and colostomy refer to openings into the ileum and colon
respectively.

OxygenO&tuyovo OxideO&eiSio OxidaseO&elSaon OxidationO&eidwotg

from Greek 0&0¢ (oxys) "sharp, acid + yovo (from Greek -
genes) "formation, creation

Pagophagia [layopayia

From the Greek word mdyog (pagos), frost/ice, + @a&yw (phago), to eat
is the compulsive consumption of ice or iced drinks.

It is a form of the disorder pica, and has been associated with iron-
deficiency anemia, and shown to respond to iron supplementation,
leading some investigators to postulate that some forms of pica may be
the result of nutritional deficiency.

Chewing ice may lessen pain in glossitis related to iron-deficiency anemia.
However, the American Dental Association recommends not chewing ice
because it can crack teeth; instead, ice should be allowed to melt in the
mouth. It can produce occult gastrointestinal bleeding

Painll6vog

From Ancient Greek mowvr| (poiné) retribution, penalty, quit-money for
spilled blood (bloodmoney, weregild, fine, price paid, penalty).

Pancolitis [TavkoAitig

Pan (totally) + colitis

Pancreas [laykpeag Pancreatic [Taykpeatikog
Pancreatectomy [laykpeatektoun
Pancreatoduodenectomy [laykpeatodwdekadaktuiekToun
Pancreatography Iaykpeatoypagio

From Greek I1&yxpeag (pancreas), from pan ‘all’ + kreas ‘flesh’.
Literally "entirely flesh, Probably so called for the homogeneous
substance of the organ.
late 16th century: 1570s

Pancreatitis [laykpeatitig
Pancreatitis chronic [Taykpeatitida xpovia

From combining form of pancreas + -itis "inflammation."
1824 (Dr. George Pearson Dawson),

Pandemic [Tavdnpikdg Pandemia Mavénpia

(from pan ‘all’ + démos ‘people’) + -ic.From Greek pandemos "pertaining
to all people; public, common,”

from pan- "all" + démos "people”
"incident to a whole people or region," 1660s
Modeled on epidemic; OED reports that it is "Distinguished
from epidemic, which may connote limitation to a smaller area."
The noun, "a pandemic disease," is recorded by mid 17th century,

Panenteroscopy [lavevtepookommoaotg

[av (pan)- + -evtepookdmmon (enteroscopy)

Paracentesis [lapakévtnotg

From Greek [apakévtnoigparakentésis, Greek parakentésis‘pierce at
the side’ "perforation,” from mapaxevtelv (parakentein) "to tap,”
literally "to pierce at the side," from para- "beside" + kentein "to prick,
stab. late 16th century

Paradigm [ap&Setypa Paradigmatic [Tapadetypaticds
Paradigmatical [Tapaderypatikog

From Greek mapadetypa (paradeigma) "pattern, model; precedent,
example, "Literally "show side by side,"From mapd&- (para) "beside" +
Sewcvivar (deiknynai) "to show".

In 20c. it began to be used in the more specific philosophical sense of
"logical or conceptual structure serving as a form of thought within a
given area of experience," especially in Thomas Kuhn's
"The Structure of Scientific Revolutions” (1962).
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From Greek [lapdAvoig (paralysis), "paralysis, palsy,”
Literally "loosening,"

Parasite [lapdotto Parasitosis [lapacitwotg

Fom Greek [apdotto (parasite) ‘(person) "one who lives at another's
expense, person who eats at the table of another," especially one who
frequents the tables of the rich and earns his welcome by flattery
From para- ‘alongside’ + sitos “"grain, bread, food,"

From noun use of an adjective

Parenchyma [lapéyyxvpa Parenchymal [Tapeyyvpatikdg

From Greek [Mapéyxupa (parenkhuma)
‘something poured in besides’,
from para- ‘beside’ + enkhuma ‘infusion’.
" from en- "in" + khein "to pour”
mid 17th century

Parenteral (Nutrition) [apevtepwkog (17) (Atatpoen)

From para- ‘beside’ + Greek enteron ‘intestine’ + -al.
early 20th century

Paresis [1dpeotg

From Greek [Napiévar (parienai) ‘let go’,
From para- ‘alongside’ + hienai ‘let go, to send, throw".
From Greek I1&peotg (paresis) "slackening of strength, paralysis,"

Literally "a letting go," late 17th century

ParesthesiasllapaioOnoieg

From Greek mapd (para) ‘alongside, irregular’ + Greek a{cbnotg
(aisthésis) ‘sensation’ perception, feeling + -ia.

also paresthesia, abnormal sensation, hallucination of the senses, 1835
From para-, here meaning "disordered," late 19th century
Side-effect of Metronidazole administration.

Paroxysm Iapo&uopédg

From Greek paroxusmos, from mapo&Uvewv (paroxunein) ‘exasperate’,
from para- ‘beyond’ + oxunein ‘sharpen’ (from o&0goxus ‘sharp’).

Paradoxical [Tapado&ov

From Greek [Napado&ov (paradoxon) incredible statement or opinion,”
‘contrary (opinion)’,
neuter adjective used as a noun, from para- ‘distinct from’ + §6&a
(doxa) ‘opinion’.
From Sokeiv (dokein) "to appear, seem, think mid 16th century
Originally denoting a statement contrary to accepted opinion

Paramagnetic [TapapayvntuiParamagnetismIlapapayvntiopog

from para- + -magnetic (substance)
1850

Parameter [Tapdpetpog
Parameter biological [Tapapetpog Bloroykn
Parametric method Iapapetpiknpuédodog

from Greek para- "beside, subsidiary" + pétpov (metron) "measure

Paraneoplastic [Tapaveomiaopatikn

From Greek para- "beside, subsidiary" + neoplastic
Paraneoplastic manifestation or phenomenon

Paregoric (treatment) [Tapnyopntwkn (Bepameia)

From Greek [apnyopntikdg (parégorikos) ‘soothing, encouraging,
consoling,",
From the verb mapnyopelv (parégorein), speak soothingly to.
Literally ‘speak in the assembly’, hence ‘soothe, console’.
From maprjyopog (paregoros) "consoling," from para- "beside" + root
of dyopevew (agoreuein) "speak in public,”
From agora "public assembly.
late 17th century

Pathogen [TaBoydovo Pathogenetic [TaBoydvog
Pathognomonic [TaBoyvwpovikdg
Pathogenicity [TaBoyovikétnta

From Greek m&0og (pathos) "disease” + French -génique "producing”
1838

Pathophysiology [TaBoguoioroyia

From Greek ma6og (pathos) "disease”
From patho- + physiology 1952

Pectin [Inktivn

From Greek mmktdg (pektos) ‘congealed’ from mmyview
(pégnuein) ‘make solid’) + -in
Greek mnktwog (pektikos) "curdling, congealing,” from mnktog
(pektos) "curdled, congealed," from mmyvivat (pegnynai) "to make
stiff or solid. mid 19th century.

PeliosislleAiwotg

The term arises from the Greek pelios, i.e. discoloured by extravasated
blood, livid, and the Latinized genitive case of the Greek hepar, liver.
Peliosis hepatis is an uncommon vascular condition characterised by
multiple, randomly distributed, blood-filled cavities throughout the liver.

Pemphigus [Tépeig
Pemphigoid ITep@ryosidég

From Greek ITép@ & (pemphix), pemphig- ‘bubble’.
late 18th century
pemphigus + -oid

Pentagastrin [levtayaotpivny

The Greek number ITévte (Five) + Taotpivn (Gastrin)
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Pepsin [leyivn
Pepsinogen [leywvoy6vo

Coined in German (Theodor Schwann, 1835)
mid 19th century
From Greek mé g (pepsis) ‘digestion’ + -in

Peptidase IlentiSdon

peptide + -ase

Peptic [Temtikdg

From Greek memtikog (peptikos) "able to digest," from mentog
(peptos) "cooked, digested,"
verbal adjective of méntewv (peptein) "to cook”

PeptidellentiSio

From Greek language mentog, peptds "digested";
derived from mémntew, (péptein, to digest)
Short chain of amino acids linked by amide bonds," 1906

Peptone [lemttovn

From Greek memtév (pepton), neuter of mentdg (peptos) "cooked,
digested,” verbal adjective of peptein "to cook”

PericholangitisIlepiyodayyetitig

Peri- + cholang- + -itis

PericholocysticllepiyolokuoTtikog

Peri- + cholecystic

Perineum IlepiveovPerineal [Teptveiiog

From Greek Ilepiveov (perinaion)
perinaios, from peri "near” + inan "to carry off by evacuation

Period IlepioSog
Period preclinical [Tepio§og TpokAvikr
Periodic [TeploSukog
Periodicity [Teplodwcotnta

From Greek Ilepio§og (periodos) ‘orbit, recurrence, course’,
from mepi (peri-) ‘around’ + 086¢ (hodos) ‘way, course’.
The sense ‘portion of time’ dates from the early 17th century.

Peripancreatic Ilepimaykpeatikog

Peri- + pancreatic
Tissue, lymph nodes

Peristalsis [lepiotaloig Peristaltic [Tepiotatikdg

From Greek mepiotéAAew (peristallein) ‘wrap around’,
from peri- ‘around’ + stallein ‘to place’. from Greek I[lepioTaAtikog
(peristaltikos) (Galen),
Literally "contracting around,”
From peri "around, about" + stalsis "checking, constriction,”
Related to otéAAew (stellein) "draw in, bring together; set in order,"
mid 19th century

Peristomal [Tepiotopatiky

From Greek mepi (Peri-) + otopa- (stomal)
In Gastroenterology: Peristomal inflammation

Peritoneum [lepttévatov Peritoneal [epitovaikog
Pneumoperitoneum [lvevpomepitovaio Peritonitis

From Greek I[lepitévatov (peritonaion) "abdominal membrane,"
literally "part stretched over,” Noun use of neuter of peritonaios
"stretched over," from peri "around”

[leptrovitig + teinein "to stretch,
[ Peritoneal cavity |
. , From Greek @dyo (phago-) eat + qofia (-phobia) fear.
Ph hobia ¢
agophobia ®ayogopia An abnormal dread or terror of swallowing or eating.
From Greek ®dpuy€ (pharynx) (genitive pharyngos) " throat, joint
Pharynx dépuyE opening of the windpipe,” which is related to cpc%pocyi (pharanx) "cleft,
, chasm, gully, deep trench;
Pharyngeal ®apuyykdg . . -
. , all of uncertain origin; Beekes suggests Pre-Greek origin.
Pharyngitis ®apvyyitig
1690s.
Appearing in Gastroesophageal reflux disease
Early 19th century (in phase (sense 2 of the noun)): from French phase,
Phase déon based on Greek phasis ‘appearance’, from the base of phainein ‘to

show’. From Greek phasis "appearance” (of a star), "phase” (of the moon),
From stem of phainein "to show, to make appear”

Phenotype ®awotumog

From Greek phainein "bring to light, cause to appear, show
From Greek tVmog (typos, a blow, dent, impression, mark, effect of a
blow; figure in relief, image, statue; anything wrought of metal or
stone; general form, character; outline, sketch,
Expression in inherited abnormalities

Phenomenon ®awopevov

The word ®awvdpevov (Phenomenon) is derived from the Greek
words ®aivew (phainein), meaning 'bring to light' and ®aivecOat
(phainesthai), meaning 'to appear’.

Phospholipas®wo@oAimdon

Phospho- + -lipase
Pancreatic anzyme

Phospholipids ®wo@olmiSia

Phospho- + -lipids

From @®Tto (photo-) "light" + -graph "something written
The first recorded use (1860) is by Queen Victoria.

Photodynamic ®wtoduvapkds

From @®to (photo-) "light" + dynamic therapy

Phototherapy ®wtobepameia

From @®wto (photo-) "light" + therapy
In hepatic disorders
e.g. Grigler-Najjar type I hyperbilirubinemia
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Phrase ®pdoig

From Greek ®paog (phrasis) "speech, way of speaking, enunciation,
phraseology,”

From phrazein "to tell, declare, indicate, point out, show, inform,"
also passively (phrazomai), "indicate to oneself, think or muse upon,
consider; think up, contrive; suppose, believe, imagine; perceive,
observe."

Physical (examination) ®vowkog (17) (e§€taon)

From Greek ®voikdg (physiké) (epistémeé) "(knowledge) of nature,”
From fem. of physikos "pertaining to nature,” From @Uewv (phyein) "to

Physiologic ®vcioloyukdg
Physiologist ®ucloAdyos

Physics ®uowkn bring forth, produce, make to grow" related
to phyton "growth, plant," phylé tribe, race,” phyma a growth, tumor
From Greek ®ucoioAoyia (phusiologia) ‘natural philosophy’
Physiology ductooyia (see physio-, -logy). Greek physiologia "natural science, inquiry into

nature,”
From physios "nature” + logia "study".
Meaning "science of the normal function of living things" is attested
from 1610s.

Physiotherapy ®vclofepameia
Physiotherapist ®volofepamevtig
Physiotherapeutic ®vcio0epameutikog

From Greek word @uots (phusis) ‘nature’.
1905 From physio- + therapy.

Pilot ITilotikdg

Based on the Greek word pédon ‘oar’, (plural) ‘rudder’.
Greek Tm8dAtov (pedotes) "rudder, helmsman,".
Greek pedon "steering oar,"
related to moug (pous) (genitive moddg) "foot"

Plasminogen [TAacpivoyovo

Plasmin- + -0 + -gen

Plastic [TAaotikog Plastic surgery of stenoses [TAactikn otevoewv

From Greek [MAaotikog (plastikos), "fit for molding, capable of being
molded into various forms; pertaining to molding," also in reference to the
arts,From mAdooew (plassein) ‘to mold’. From mAaotdg (plastos) "molded,

formed," verbal adjective.

Plethora [1An8&pa Plethoric [TAnOwpuicog

From Greek [TAnBwpa (pléthore),
From mAr|00¢ (pléthos) ‘be full.

Pleiotropy ITAelotpoTia
Pleiotropic [TAelotpoTikdg
Pleiotropism [TAclotpomiopds

From the Greek word [TAeiwv (pleion) "greater in quantity, the more
part, very many" + trope "a turn, turning" "production by a single gene
of two or more apparently unrelated effects,” 1921

Pneumatic [Tvevpatikdg

From Greek Ilvevpatikog (pneumatikos),
From mvevpa (pneuma) ‘wind’,
From mvéew (pnein) ‘breathe’.
In enterovesicular fistulas
Pneumatic ballon dilatation for obstruction cases

Pneumoperitoneum [vevpomepttdovaiov

From Greek mvevpa (pneuma) ‘wind’ + -peritoneum

Pneumocystis [TvevpovokboTtig

Pneuma ‘wind’ + -cyst + -it is
Carinii causing cholecystitis

Polyarthritis [ToAvap6pitig

From Greek moAUg (polus) ‘much’, polloi ‘many’.
From Greek vooog (nosos is a fem. noun)
From apBpitig (arthritis), fem. of arthrites (adj.) "pertaining to joints".
From poly- + arthritis arthron "a joint.
In pancreatic cancer and inflammatory bowel disease as a common
extraintestinal manifestation

Polyarteritis [ToAvaptnpitig

poly- + arteritis
from Greek moA¥g (polus) ‘much’, polloi ‘many’

Polycystic poly- + cystic. from Greek moAUg (polus) ‘much’, polloi ‘many’.
[MoAvkvoTkdg Polycystic kidney disease
Pol ic (diet
Hooilrjnzrl:«g l(e, ]) From Greek [ToAvpepikdg (polumerikos) ‘having many parts’,
u, pros From polu- ‘many’ + meros ‘a share’. mid 19th century
(Statar)
Pol hi
Hg}\)l')m;)rplclsgn From Greek moAv¢ (polus) ‘much’, polloi ‘many’.
Pol Lin[())(l‘? hLilcg poly- + -morphism. Gr. polys, many, morphé, form.
Hokzuopql?ucég Polymorphic enzymes
(poly- + myos- + -itis). Origin: Anc Greek
ToAV-/poly-(=many, several)
+Hvo-/myo-(=combining form meaning muscle) >pvg/mys/ (=muscle)
. >udw/myo(=enclosed like the muscle inside body or rat in its
Polymyositis nest=epimys)
[oAvpvoaoitig

+(-{tia) /-itida (=-itis, suffix meaning “pertaining to” or
“inflammation”.)
It is in feminine gender because it was used with feminine noun n vécog
(e nosos) (disease)
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Polypeptide From poly- ‘many’ + peptone + -ide.
[ToAvmemtiSio From Greek o0 (polu) ‘much’, polloi ‘many’.
Polyp
[ToAVvTovg Polyposis
[MoAvTodiaotig
Polyposis syndromes
[MoAvTodiaong
ZUvépopa
Adenomatous
ASevwpatméng From Greek [ToAVvToug (Doric, Aeolic) polypous "octopus, cuttlefish,”
Hyperplastic From moA¥g (polys) "many"” + movg (pous) “foot”.
YmepmAaoTikog
Metachronous
MeTtdypovog
Hamartomatous
Apaptwpatmdng
Synchronous
Z0yxpovog
From Greek (Doric, Aeolic) polypos "octopus,
Polypectomy (endoscopic [ToAvektoun cuttlefish,"from moAvg (polds, “many”) + ovg (pots, “foot”).
(evSookoTtikn) From Greek -ektomia "a cutting out of}"
From éxtépvewv (ektemnein) "to cut out,” from ek "out" + temnein "to cut"”
Polysaccharides From moA0g (polds, “many”) + cakyapiteg
[ToAvoaxyapiteg (pous, “foot”).
From Ancient Greek @aivw (phaing, “to clear”), as it was used for

illumination, name given by Auguste Laurente in 1836.

Polyphenoles
[ToAv@avoreg g . . i
From moAvUg (polds, “many”) + @awodeg (phenols)
From Greek IIpaktikog (praktikos) ‘concerned with action, fit for
action, for business; business-like, practical; active, effective, vigorous.
Practical From mpdttew (prattein) ‘do, act’) + -al.
[Ipaktikog Practice [paktiky Practicioner From mpaktdg (praktos) "done; to be done," verbal adjective of
Teviog Latpog Tmpaooel (prassein) (Attic prattein) "to do, act, effect, accomplish;
come to an end, succeed,”

Literally "to pass through, travel
Precancerous Pre- + -cancerous situation or changes
(in Inflammatory Bowel Disease)

[IpoxapkLviKog
From Greek [Ipdyvwotg (prognosis) "foreknowledge,"also, in
Prognosis medicine, "predicted course of a disease,"
From stem of mpoytyvaokewv (progignoskein) "come to know

beforehand,”

[IpoyvwoigPrognostic [Ipoyvwotikdg
From pro- "before" + gignoskein "come to know"

Prodrome [1pdSpopogProdromal

[p6Spopog
Prodromic
Prif)(:ii’:())(::::{t?c From Greek [1p6&popog (prodromos) "a running forward, a sally,
f sudden attack,”
[Ipodpopatuid N . N o
from pro "forward" + dromos "a running
Prodromous phase
[poSpopikn@daon
Prodromous symptom
[Ip6SpopociumTwpa
Literally meaning: “in front of thrombin”
Origin: Ancient Greek
mpo-/pro-(prefix denoting “in front of”, “towards”)
Prothrombin + BpopBivn/thrombin (=thrombin, a blood coagulation factor, cleaving
[IpoBpoppivn fibrinogen to form fibrin in the last step of coagulation cascade)
Opoppog/thrombos (=clot)
Opépw/threpho(=feed) + -thrombin
Prothrombin time
Prosthesis ; s o » :
MpécBeotc Tpo-/pro-(prefix denoting “in front of”, “towards”) + -thesis
Prophylaxis
Tpo-/pro-(prefix denoting “in front of”, “towards”)

[Mpo@uAaéis Prophylactic

[Ipo@uAaxtikdg
Proctalgia Greek combining form of mpwktdg (proktos) "anus” + algos "pain”
[Tpwktodyia Proctalgia fugax
Proctitis
Mpookririg Greek combining form of mpwktdg (proktos) "anus" procto- + -itis
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Proctocolectomy’ Greek combining form of mpwktdg (proktos) "anus" + colectomy
[TpwkTokoAekTopr
Proctology Greek combining form of Tpwktdg (proktos) "anus” proktos ‘anus’ + -
[IpwktoAoyia logy.
Proctoscopy
[IpwktooKOTNON
Proctosigmoidoscopy From the Greek combining form of mpwktdg (proktos) "anus" + -scopy
[Ipwxtootypoet-
Sookdmmon
Proteases From protein + -ase. early 20th century: 1898
[pwtedoeg Pancreatic and enteric enzymes
Protein From Greek mpwtog (proteios) "the first quality,"
[pwTteivn From mp®tog (protos) "first" + -ine.
Proteinogram Coined 1838 by Dutch chemist Gerhard Johan Mulder
[pwtelvoypappa (1802-1880)
Proteolysis
[IpwtedAvoig From proteo- + -lysis. to loose
Proteolytic Enzymes released into the circulation in acute pancreatitis
[IpwTteoAuTiKHG
Of Greek origin meaning "first, source, parent, preceding, earliest
form, original, basic,"
Protozoon , _ P . S e
Mpwr6leov From npwro.g (protos) "first" + zoia, plura.l of zoion "animal
Coined 1818 by German zoologist Georg
August Goldfuss (1782-1848).
Of Greek origin meaning "first, source, parent, preceding, earliest
Protoporphyria form, original, basic,"
[Ipwtomoppupia from Greek mpwtog (proto-),
From Greek mop@upég (porphyros) "purple”
From Greek Yrevdo- (pseudo-), combining form of Yevdég (pseudes)
"false, lying; falsely; deceived,”
Pseudocyst or Yevdog (pseudos) "falsehood, untruth, a lie," both from
YevSokvoTig Pevdewv (pseudein) "to tell a lie; be wrong, break (an oath)," + -cyst
In Attic, "to deceive, cheat, be false," but often regardless of intention,
a word of uncertain origin.
Pseudo::r::il;l:ranous Combining form of Yevdég (pseudes) "false, lying; falsely; deceived,"
, or Yevdog (pseudo) "falsehood, untruth, a lie," + -membanous
Wevdopepppavwdng R . N
) membrana "a skin, parchment
KOA(TLS
Pseudomyxoma Combining form of Yevdég (pseudes) "false, lying; falsely; deceived,"
YevSopviwpa or Yevdog (pseudo) "falsehood, untruth, a lie," + -myxo + -oma.
Pseudoxanthoma
elasticum Combining form of Yevdég (pseudes) "false, lying; falsely; deceived,"
Yevdotavbwpa or Yevdog (pseudo) "falsehood, untruth, a lie," + - xantho- + -oma
EAAOTIKO
Pseudopolyp Combining form of Yevdég (pseudes) "false, lying; falsely; deceived,"
WYeudomoAUToug or Yevdog (pseudo) "falsehood, untruth, a lie," + -polyp
From Greek word Wwpiaotg psoriasis, from psorian ‘have an itch’,
Psoriasis from psora ‘itch’.
, from Greek psoriasis "the itch; a being itchy," from psorian "to have the
Ywplaoig A
itch,
from psora "itch, mange, scab," related to psén "to rub.
From Greek word Wuynpsukheé ‘breath, life, soul’. From Greek
Psychotherapy Ogpameia therapeia "curing, healing, service done to the sick; a waiting
YuxoBepamela on, service," From Bepamevewy therapeuein "to cure, treat medically,”
literally "attend, do service, take care
Psycl:)(:‘sg}::iizome, From Greek word Wuyn (psukhé ) ‘breath, life, soul’. from Greek
, ovv8poposundromé, from ouv sun- ‘together’ + Spapeiv dramein ‘to
Yuxoouvdpouo ,
, run.
0pYaVIKO
Psychosomatic From Greek word Wuym (psu[khé)_‘brea.lth, life, soul’. from
WuyoswUATIKOG Greek Uu)p,l(x‘ruco_g (sor‘natlk?s),
from cwpa (soma) ‘body’.
From Greek word Wuyrpsukhé ‘breath, life, soul’
Psychotropic ljr‘om G.re?k Tpom}((:)g tropikos,. ‘ ,
, From tropé ‘turning’, From tpémewv trepein ‘to turn’.
Yuxotpotikog

Psychotropic drugs may accentuate the neurological manifestations of
Wilson’s disease
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Pyloric atresia
MuAwpucr atpnolo

Psychogenic From Greek word Wuyripsukheé ‘breath, life, soul’. word-forming
Yuyoyeviig element meaning "producing, pertaining to generation; Vomiting
From Greek word Wuyrpsukhé ‘breath, life, soul’

. From Greek word Avvaypikog dunamikos,
Psychodynamic .. A .
WuxosLVaoS . From dun.amls plow.er. Al"so psy.ch.o—dynamlc, 1856, .

in homeopathic publications, "pertaining to mental powers
from psycho- + dynamic (adj.).
From Greek word IMupapig puramis, puramid-,
Pyramid (plural pyramides) "a pyramid,” which is apparently an alteration of
[Mupapida Egyptian pimar "pyramid.”
Pyramid food Greek pyramis also meant "kind of cake of roasted wheat-grains
Mupapida Tpo@kn preserved in honey," and in this sense is said to derive
from pyros "wheat" on the model of sesamis.
Pylephlebitis From Hellenistic Greek mOAn portal vein, specifically use of ancient
[MuAao@AeBitig Greek TOAn gate, orifice + post-classical Latin phlebitis.
Pylorus
[MIuAwpdg Pyloric
[MuAwpLcos
Pylorospasm From Greek word [TuAwpoégpyloros (gatekeeper), itself from
[MvAwpdomacpog [MOAnpyle (gate) + ‘Op®, ouros (watcher, guardian).
Pyloroplasty The pyloric sphincter is a strong and tightly-regulated sphincter that
[IuAwpoTAacTiKy controls
Pyloric stenosis the passage of the highly acidic stomach contents into the small intestine.
[MuAwpwrotévwon

(Vegetans) [Tvootopatitig

Pyogenic From Greek words mbov (puon) pus + - genic (producing).
[Tvoyo6vog (Abscess) (Cholangitis)
Pyod
yoderma from Greek words [Tbov (puon) pus
gangrenosum . .
, + Aéppa derma (skin)
Muéseppa + Fayypawa (Gangrena)
yayypowvwdeg Yve g
P .
Hg;:;l; From Ancient Greek word mOpwotg (purosis, “burning”) (heartburn)
From Greek word [Tbov (puon "pus)
Pyostomatitis From Greek Xtopato- (stomato- (befdore vowels stomat-), combining

form from stem of stoma "mouth"
+ -itis "inflammation."

Scleroderma ZxAnpd6Seppa
Sclerosants ZkAnpuvtikégouaoieg
Sclerotherapy ZxkAnpo6fepameia

Sclerosing cholangitis or pancreatitis
LKANPUVTIKIXOAQY-
YEUTIG 1) TAYKPEATITLS

Radioisotope From radio-, combining form of radiation, + Greek Ico -iso + tomo -
Padloicdtomo tope. “a radioactive isotope of an element” 1946
Rheumatoid arthritis
u X , The term Rheumatoid arthritis is derived from the Greek word pebpa-
Pevpatoetdng apBpitig .. . »
. rheuma (nom.), pedpartog-rheumatos (gen.) ("flow, current”).
Peripheral . i o . . .
i The suffix -oid ("resembling") gives the translation as joint
[epupepucds . . .
Polvarthritis inflammation that resembles rheumatic fever.
y , Rhuma which means watery discharge might refer to the fact that the
[MoAvapBpitig ..
o joints
Spondylarthritis )
, are swollen or that the disease may be made worse by wet weather.
EmovSuAapBpitig
From Greek word Zdpkwpa (sarkoma "fleshy substance”, Galen),.
Sarcoma From sarkoun "to produce flesh, grow fleshy," From Z&p§
ZApKWU (sarx) (genitive sarkos) "flesh” + -oma. Meaning "harmful tumor of the
connective tissue" first recorded 1804.
From Greek word Zynpa (schema) (genitive oxrjpatog skhematos) =
Scheme figure, appearance, the nature of a thing.
Ixnua Related to "Exewv (ekhein) = to have, hold;
be in a given state or condition
Schistosomiasis From the GreekwordZyiotog (skhistos, split) and oo pa (soma body).
IxoToowpiactg Schistosomiasis is named for the genus of parasitic flatworm Schistosoma.
Scirrhous
, -, From the Greek word Zkippog (skirrhos) = hard tumor.
Ykippogn Zxipog
Sclerosis xAnpuvon

From Greek word ZxArjpuvoig (sklerosis) = hardening,"
from skleros "hard"

Esophageal involvement associated with delayed gastric emptying.
Scleroderma can cause also small intestinal dysmotility
Esophageal varices sclerotherapy
[ For injection therapy ]
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Sepsis
Ziyg
Septicemia From Ancient Greek word Zfjiig (sepsis) = putrefaction.
Inyatpio From onmewv (sépein) = to make rotten.
Septic shock
Inmtikd ook
Sid i
! eropenlla From the Greek words Xiénpog (sidiros) = Iron + [Tevia (penia) =
Zidnpomevia -
. . Poverty, Deficiency
Siderosis R . .
, Seen in idiopathic hemochromatosis
Zi5Mpwoig
Sigmoid From the Greek word Ziypa (sigma) = letter sigma + -oid.
Tiypoeldég Shaped like an S (1786).
. id
Sigmoi OSSOPY From the Greek words Ziypoeidég Sigmoid + scopy (okon®) = see,
Ziypoeldookomnom o
. . , examination
Sigmoidoscope Ziypogidookomio
Soma
o
u)ucx_ From Ancient Greek oc®pa (s6ma, “body”).
Somatic ) .
i Somatic pain,
ZWHATIKOG . .
. Somatic mutations
Somatization
Twpatomoinotg
Somatostatin
Twpatootativn
Somatostatinomas
ZWHATOOTATVWHATA From Ancient Greek o®pa (s6ma) + stat (otapatw) (stopping) + in
Somatostatin analogs
Avidoya
OWHATOOTATIVG
Spasm
5 .
naop.()g From Greek word Enaopdg (spasmos) = drawing, pulling, stretching
Spastic
ITMaoTIKOG
From Greek word Emaotukés (spastikos) = afflicted with spasms,
literally "drawing, pulling, stretching,"
Spasticity The noun meaning "a person affected with spastic paralysis" is
LMo TIKOTN T attested from 1896,
used insultingly by 1960s.
Late neurologic manifestations of Wilson’s disease
From Greek word EmAdyxvov (splankhnon), usually in
Splanchnon plural, splankhna "the innards, entrails” (including heart, lungs, liver,
ImAdyxvov kidneys);
Splanchnic related to spleen! splanchn-, word-forming element meaning "viscera,"
STy XVIKOG From Greek omAdyxvov (splankhnon) + -ic.
"pertaining to the viscera” 1690s
From the Greek word Zmopadukog (sporadikos) = scattered.
Sporadic From omopag (spolras) = scattered, .dispersed
, From omopd (spora) = a sowing.
Imopadikog . . " L . "
Originally a medical term, "occurring in scattered instances;" the
meaning "happening at intervals" is first recorded 1847.
Sphincter From Ancient Greek Z¢uyktiip (sphincter) = band, lace, anything that
Teyktmpag binds tight.
Sphincteroplasty From the Greek word ciyxewvsphingein = to squeeze, bind.
Z@LYKTNPOTIAAGTIKN First used in anatomical sense by Galen
Sphincterotomy Sphincteroplasty of Oddi sphingter in chronic pancreatitis
Lpykmmpotoun Endoscopic sphincterotomy
Spirochetes From the Greek word Zmeipa (speira) = a coil + Greek word Xait
Ymelpoyaites (khaite) = hair.
Stasis . . . . .
StéoL From Greek Xtdo1g (stasis) = a standing still, a standing; the posture
Statings of standing; a position, a point of the compass; position, state, or
Starives condition of anything.
The first element is from Greek word Zta@uAn (staphyle) = bunch of
Staphylococcus grapes. The second element is from Greek Kokkog (kokkos) = berry,
ZTaQUAGKOKKOG grain. So called because the bacteria usually bunch together in irregular

masses.

World J Gastroenterol Hepatol Endosc

Volume: 3.1



&, Science
=="—=. World Publishing

]ournal Home: https://www.sciencworldpublishing.org/

From the Greek word Ztéap (stear) (steato-) + -Porj (rrhea) = flow (“Fat
flow”) The presence of excess fat in feces. Steatorrhea of chronic
Steatorrhea pancreatitis consists mainly from triglycerides (esterified fats), while
Tteatoppola steatorrhea of sprue contains free fatty acids since the esterified facts
are hydrolysed by pancreatic lipase to free fatty acids, but they are not
absorbed by the diseased intestinal mucosa.

Steatosis From the Greek word Ztéap (stear) (steato-)
ITeATWOoLS + -osis. Full of fat.
Stenosis From Greek word Etévwatg (stenosis) = narrowing, from Xtevog
ZTévwolg (stenos) = narrow + -osis.
Stereoscope From the Greek word Xtepeo- (stereo)- + -scope (oKom®).
Ytepe0OKOTILOV 1838, coined by inventor Professor Charles Wheatstone.
Stereoscopy Instrument allowing binocular vision of two identical pictures that
ZTEPEOCKOTNOLG appear as a single image with relief and solidity.
Stigmata From the Ancient Greek word Ztiypa (stigma ) (genitive stigmatos)
, (otiypatog) = mark of a pointed instrument, puncture, tattoo-mark,
Zrlynata brand.
Stomatitis From the Greek word Etépa (stoma) combining form from stem
Ttopatitig of stoma (mouth) + itis "inflammation.” (1859)
Stomach From Greek otopa (stoma mouth).
STjo00g Stomach was originally applied to the openings of various organs,
including the stomach, then later applied to the stomach itself.
Strategy From Greek Ztpatnyuwr (stratégia) = generalship’,
SrporTnyuc From Gree,k strategia "office or command of a general,”
Therapeutic From otpatydg (strategos) = general, commander of an army,"
strategy From otpatdg (stratus) = multitude, army, expedition, encamped
StpaTnyd army," Literally "that which is spread out" (from root *stere- "to
OepamzuTuc spread") + agos "leader).
In non-military use from 1887.
Streptococcus Coined by Viennese surgeon Albert Theodor Billroth (1829-1894)
STpEMTOKOKKOG From Xtpemto- (strepto)- "twisted" + Greek kdkkog (kokkos) "berry".
So called because the bacteria usually form chains.
Stromal From Greek otpwpa (stroma) = coverlet, covering, mattress, anything
LTPpWHATIKOG spread out for lying or sitting on.

From the Greek word ZVvag (sunapsis).
From Zuv (sun)- ‘together’ + hapsis ‘joining,
Synaptic From amtew (haptein) or dmtw (apto) = touch, to join .

ZUVATTIKOG 1895, used as an adjective corresponding to synapsis,
From Greek Zuvamtikdg (synaptikos),
Literally "connective, copulative.”
From the Greek word Z0v8popo (sundromé),
Syndrome From Xvv (sun-) ‘together’ + 8p(’>p.tog =a runni:)g course "a number of
SOVSOOLO symptoms occurring together," 1540s.
pou From the Greek word Z0v8popog (syndromes) = Place where several
roads meet," Psychological sense is from 1955.
Synthesis From the Greek word X0vBeatg (sunthesis) = composition, a putting
, . together.
YuvBeoigSynthetic . . .
, From ovvtiBéval (suntithenai ) = place together, put together,
ZuvOeTIKOG . A " , . .
combine. From syn- "together" + ti0évau (tithenai) = to put, to place.
From the Greek word Zvv (sun)- ‘together’ + 6y (opsis) seeing,
Synopsis appearance.
Zovoyig From the Greek word ZOvoyig (synopsis) = a general view,
Literally "a seeing altogether, a seeing all at once,"
System
TOompua From the Greek word Lvotnpa (systema) = organized whole, a whole
Systematic compounded of parts. From stem of cuviotdvat (synistanai) = to place
ZuoTNUaTIKOG together, organize, form in order.
Systemic From syn- "together" + root of histanai "cause to stand”
Tuompkog
Symbioti
ymblo lsn,l From the Greek word cupBiwotg (sumbiosis, a living together) Xvv
Zuppwtiopds K ;
L. (sun)- ‘together
Synbiotic + Biog (life)
Zupplotikd s
Symptom From the Greek word XVpntwpa (symptom) = a happening, accident,
TYuntwpa Symptomatic disease.
SUUTITOUATIKOS From stem of cupmintew (sympiptein) = to befall, happen; coincide,
Symptomatology fall together.
Tupntwpatoloyia From assimilated form of syn- "together" + piptein "to
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Synchronous
Z0yxpovog

World Publishing

Tachygastria
Tayvyaotpio

Taenia

From the Greek word cVyxpovog (synkhronos) = happening at the

same time," From syn- "together" + khronos "time" .

Meaning "recurring at the same successive instants of time" is attested
from 1670s.

Synchronous adenomatous polyps or colorectal cancer.

Tawia

From the Greek words tay¥g (tachy-) + -gastria.
An increase in the cyclic electrical activity in the stomach

Taurine
Tavpivn

From the Ancient Greek word tawia (tainia) = ribbon, tape.

Tachykinines

Toayvkwiveg

Mid 19th century from the ancient Greek word TaVpog (tauros) = bull,
because it was originally obtained from ox bile + -ine.

In hepatic encephalopathy.

Tenesmus

Teweopog

From the Greek words tay¥¢ (tachy-) + kinines
In enteric neurone] [Gallbladder contructions]

Technique
Teyvikn
Technical

From Ancient Greek word tewveopudg (teinesmos) = vain endeavor to
evacuate From teivw (teind) = to stretch, to pull tight”
+ -g0L06 (-esmobs), nominal suffix.

A continual or recurrent inclination to evacuate the bowel.

Texvikos
Technician
Texvikos
Technitium-99
Teyvito-99
TechnologyTeyvoloyia
Teleagiectasia
TnAayyeslektaoio

From the Greek word Texvikdg (tekhnikos) = pertaining to art.

From Téxvn (tekhné) = art, skill, craft in work

1817, at first especially in criticism of art and music
DNA technology

Teratogenic
Tepatoyovog

From tel- + angi- (ayyeio) + ectasia, (éxtaolg, ectasis) as
in atelectasis

Therapy

Oepameia

It was formed in 1830 from the Greek word tépag (teras) word
stem tépart- terat-), meaning "sign sent by the gods, portent, marvel,

monster”, and -ologie -ology, used to designate a discourse, treaty,
science, theory, or study of some topic + ato- + "marvel, monster” + -

gen.

Tomography
Topoypapia

From the Greek word Ogpameia (therapeia) = curing, healing, service
done to the sick; a waiting on, service.

From @epamevewy (therapeuein) = to cure, treat medically.
Literally "attend, do service, take care of".

Tone
Tévog

Tomography is derived from Ancient Greek word tépog (tomos),
"slice, section" and yp&@wgrapho, "to write" or, in this context as well,
" to describe.”

A device used in tomography is called a tomograph, while the image
produced is a tomogram.

Toxin
To&ivn
Toxicity

From the Greek word Tovog (tonos) "vocal pitch, raising of voice,
accent, key in music,

Originally a stretching, tightening, taut string," related to teinein "to
stretch. from root ten- "to stretch.”

To&kotnTal
Toxinemia
To&watpia
Nontoxic
Ato€ikog
Toxic
To&kog
Toxicology

From toxic + -in. From Greek toxikon (pharmakon) "(poison) for use
on arrows,"
Organic poison,” especially one produced by bacteria in an animal
body, 1886.
Toxic colitis, epidermal necrosis, megacolon

To&koAoyia

Toxoplasma
TogomAaoua
Toxoplasmosis

From Greek word To&k6¢ (toxikon (pharmakon) "poison for use on
arrows," from toxikon, neuter of toxikos "pertaining to arrows or
archery,” and thus to a bow, from toxon "bow"

TofomAdopwaolg

Topical
ToTkdg

Toxo, from Greek t6&ov (toxon) =, "arc, bow", and mAdopa (plasma) =

The new genus name Toxoplasma is a reference to its morphology: It can

shape, form and the host in which it was discovered,
the gundi (gondii).

cause esophagitis

From the Greek word tomikdg Topic + -al.

Medical sense "applied to a particular part of the body" is from c. 1600.

Meaning "of or pertaining to topics of the day" is from 1873
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From the Greek word Tpavpa (trauma) = a wound, a hurt; a defeat.
From trau-, extended form of root tere- "to rub, turn,” with derivatives
referring to twisting, piercing, etc.

TT;?)(I:')T: Sense of "psychic wound, unpleasant experience which causes
abnormal stress" is from 1894
a deeply distressing or disturbing experience.
A personal trauma like the death of a child.
Full of holes from the Greek word Tpfjpa (Trema)= hole
Trematodes A parasitic flatworm of the class Trematoda.
Tpnpatwdeig Intestinal flakes. The term refers to the flattened, rhomboidal shape of
the worms.
Triad From the Greek word Tpu&g (trias) (genitive triados) = a triad, the
Touésa number three," From treis "three".
Triadic Musical sense of "chord of three notes" (1801).
Towaducos Triad of parenchymal necrosis, degeneration, and scarring in patients
with liver cirrhosis
Triglycerides From tri- + glyceride. 1860.
TpryAukepiSia So called for the three radicals which replace the three hydrogen atoms.
Trichinosis From Greek Tpixa (thrix genitive trikhos, hair).
Tpyivwotg Trichinosis (trik-ih-NO-sis) is a type of roundworm infection
From the Greek word tpo@o- (trofo, food, nourishment) + {@wov (zoon,
Trophozoites animal).
Tpopolwitig A growing stage in the life cycle of some sporozoan parasites, when they
are absorbing nutrients from the host.
Tropical From the Greek word Tpomkdg (tropikos, of or pertaining to a turn or
Tpomucs change; of or pertaining to the solstice) (as a noun, "the solstice,"
short for tropikoskyklos).
From the Greek words TpUmavov (trypanon, drill) + cdpa (soma,
Trypanosoma body)
Tpumavocwpa Trypanosoma cruzi, is a parasitic protozoan that is the causative agent of
Chagas disease (American trypanosomiasis).
From the Greek word TOAwaotg (tulosis),
From t0Aog (tulos knob or tulé callus) + -osis
Tylosis A bladder-like outgrowth from certain cells in woody tissue that extends
TOAwOLS into and blocks adjacent conducting xylem cells.
Patients present with hyperproliferative skin. Keratinocytes from tylosis
patients' skin show an enhanced wound-healing phenotype.
Predisposing factor for esophageal carcinoma.
Tympanitic (Tympany) From the Ancient Greek word TOpmavov (tympanum) + -ic. 1808,
Toumavikotg Physical sign during examination of the abdomen
Typhlitis From the Ancient Greek word tu@A6v (blind, typhlon, Cecum) + itis
TugAitg Mid 19th century
From the ancient Greek word t)@og (typhus) + -oid
. compare with Ancient Greek Tu@®8ng (tuphédés).
Tulﬁi?gg[gi‘;z:lg) The term typhus was coined by Hippocrates and it means arrogance.
Interesting story: English novelist Arnold Bennet drank a glass of water in
a Paris Hotel to prove it was safe. He died two months later of Typhoid.
Ulcer From the Greek word 'EAkog = a wound,
'EAxog sore, ulcer
Ur::;?:‘((:;t‘l)llzest From the Greek word oUpov (ouron) = urine

Aokpacia Avarmvong Ouvpiag

For the non-invasive diagnosis of Helicobacter pylori infection

Ureterosigmoidostomy

From the Greek words Oupntnpo - otypoeido - otopia (uretero-

[0} -

uzs:]ﬁ?gi(;il + sigmoid + -ostomy)

Xanthelasma From the Ancient Greek word §av06g
ZavOiraopa (xanthés, “yellow”) + éAaopa (élasma, metal plate).

cholesterol deposit on the eyelid.

Xanthomas ZavBopata
Xanthomatosis ZavBwpdtwotg

From the Greek word Zav06g (xanthos, yellow) + -oma.
(19th century)
It can be seen in liver disorders

)Eepon From the Greek words Zévov (xenon-, foreign)
Zévov
Xerostomia From the Greek words &npo (xero-) + stoma (mouth) + -ia
Enpootopia dryness of the mouth.
Xylose A sugar first isolated from wood, and named for it.
ZUA6n From the Greek word &0Aov (xylon, wood).
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Greek word tpriog (trésis, perforation) + -ia. It is referring to the
esophagus, gastric, intestinal, jejunal, pyloric, and biliary atresia.

The term “Angiodysplasia” (ayyeloSvomAacia) derives from the
Greek words Ayyelo (angio-) + dysplasia.

The term “Atrophy” (atpo@ia) is an Ancient Greek word meaning
lack of food (poorly nourished). It derives from a- (without) + tpo@n
(trophé, food, nourishment).

The word “Cardia” gastric (Kap8ia otopdyov), derives from the
Greek word Kapdia (kardia), which could mean either stomach or
heart. The cardiac region refers to the area surrounding the entrance
to the stomach. The term “Carditis” (Kap&itig) means inflammation
of the cardia region.

The widely used word “Biopsy” (Bioia, examination of tissue
removed from a living body), derives from the Greek bi-, combining
form of Biog (bios, life) + opsis, (asight), on the pattern of necropsy. It
was coined by the French dermatologist Ernest Besnier (1831-1909).

The Greek word “Dysplasia” (AvomAacia) derives from the
words dvo- (dys- bad, abnormal, difficult) + mAacia (plasia, molding,
conformation).

Similarly to dysplasia the word “Dyspepsia” (Avomeyia) derives
from the Greek words dvo- + még (digestion).

The word “Endoscopy” derives from the Greek word endoscépesis
(Ev8ookomnotg), a compound word consisting of 'EvSov (éndon,
inside) and Xkomelv (scopein), which means to watch carefully. It
was first encountered in medical manuscripts of the 19th -century
aC, following the advent of artificial light. The origin of this word is
traced back to the archaic period and later to the classical years of
ancient Greece [28].

“Gastrectomy” (Taotpektopn) derives from Gastro (otopayog) +
Extour} (ektomi, surgical removal).

The term “Gastroenterology” (Factpevtepoloyia) derives
from the ancient Greek word l'uotpo- (gastro, stomach) + Greek
word €vtepov (énteron, intestine) + Greek suffix -Aoyia (-logia),
synchronically, gastro- + enterology.

The term “Gastroenteritis” (Faotpevtepitig) is derived from
Taotpo- (gastro) + evtepitig (enteritis) and was coined in 1823.

The term “Gastritis” (Taotpitig) derives from the ancient
Greek word yaotip (gastér) + itis (inflammation). The newer term
“Chromoendoscopy” (XpwpoevSookdmmon) combines the Greek
word Xpopa (khroma, denoting color or chromatin) + endoscopy.

The term “Gastroplegia” (TaotpomAnyia) combines the ancient
Greek word yaoti|p (gastér) + plegia (mAnyia, blow, boredom).

The word “Gastroscopy” (Taotpookdmnon) combines the ancient
Greek words yaotip (gastér) + scope (okomd, observe, see).

Another not sowidely known Greek term is the word “Geophagia”
(Tawoayia). It combines the words Tawo (geo, earth) + @ayelv
(phagein, to eat, dirt- eating). It was used for the first time in 1820.

The words “Hematemesis” (Awpatépeotg) and “Hemostasis”
(Awootaolg) are derived from the Greek words Aipa (haima
hemato-) + emesis (vomiting) and otdois (stasis), respectively. The
terms are dated back to the Mid of the 19th century.

The term “Macroscopic” (MakpookoTikdg, visible to the naked
eye), combines the Greek words macro- + scopic (okom®, observe,
see). It was introduced in 1841.

The terms “Metaplasia” (MetamAacia) and “Hyperplasia”
(YmepmAaoia) combine the Greek word mAd&otg (plasis, plassein, to
form), and the words meta (over) and vmép (hyper, over, beyond,
overmuch, above measure).

The common term “Nausea” (Navtia) derives from the Greek
Ionic word Navtia (nausea, naus, ship) meaning seasickness, disgust,
and ship-sickness.

The anatomic term “Pylorus” (ITuAwpdg, gatekeeper), consists
of the word ITVAn (pyle, gate) + the Greek word Op®, (watcher,
guardian).

Finally, the term “diaphragm” (Awd@paypa) is derived from the

prefix dia- andthe noun phragma (barrier, fence) [29].

3.4.3. Small Intestine

The number of Greek words referring to the small bowel is clearly
smaller than the number of words and terms referring to other organs
of the digestive system (Supplementary file 1). The most common of
them are summarized subsequently.

The term “Enterectomy” (Evtepektopr]) derives from the Greek
word ‘Evtepo (Entero, Bowel) + Extoun (ectomy, removal). Other
words having as a prefix the word enteron are “Enteritis” (Evtepitig),
“Enteroclysis” (EvtepokAvolg, from the words 'Evtepov (bowel)
+ clysis), “Enterocolitis” (EvtepokoAitig, enteron + colitis), and
“Enterostomy” (Evtepootopia, from the words ‘Evtepov (bowel) +
stomia).

The word “Flegmon” (®A¢ypwv) derives from the ancient Greek
term @Agypovi} (phlegmoné, inflammation, fiery heat), or the ancient
Greek verb @A¢éyw (phlégd, burn). The mass of the inflamed pancreas
or enteric loops in the terminal ileum area containing inflamed and
edematous tissue is referred to as a phlegmon.

The term “Gangrene” (T'ayypawva) derives from the ancient Greek
word Tdyypawa (gangraina, an eating or gnawing sore). Literally
means “that which eats away” a dissimilated, reduplicated form of
gran- “to gnaw”.

“Pyoderma gangrenosum” corresponds to a severe extraintestinal
manifestation of inflammatory bowel disease.

The term “Hamartomatous” (Apaptwpata) comes from the
Greek word Apaptia (hamartia) meaning fault, defect, and the suffix
-oma, denoting a tumor or neoplasm. It is considered a developmental
error and can occur at a number of sites including the digestive tract.

The term “Pagophagia” (ITayo@ayia) comes from the Greek word
mayog (pagos, frost, ice), + the word @dyw (phago, to eat) and means
a compulsive consumption of ice or iced drinks.

The term “Steatorrhea” (Zteatoppoia) derives from the Greek
word Ztéap (stear, steato-) + Por| (rrhea, flow, “Fat flow”), that is the
presence of excess fat in feces.

3.4.4. Large intestine (colon)

The most common words of Greek origin referring to large bowel
are summarized below (Supplementary file 1).

The origin of the Greek word “Melena” (MéAawa, feminine of
melas, black), is dated back to the early 19 th century.

The term “Dolichocolon” (AoAwydkoAov) derives from the ancient
Greek word §oAix6¢ (dolikhos) + colon (large bowel).

The term “Hemorrhoids” (Awoppoideg) comes from the Greek
word Aipa (haima, blood) + an element related to petv (rhein, to
flow). (Mid of the 19th century).

The term “Hemorrhage” (Awwoppayia) comes from the Greek
word Aipa- (haima, blood) + -payia (rhage, rupture). (Mid of the 19
century).

The term “Hemicolectomy” (HpikoAektoun) derives from
combining the form of colon + -ectomy (extoun, a cutting, surgical
removal). First introduced in 1882.

The term “Proctalgia” (Ilpwktadyia) derives from the ancient
Greek word mpwktdg (proktos, anus) + AAyog (algos, pain).

The term “Proctitis” (IIpwktitig) derives from the Greek word
TPWKTOG (proktos-, anus) + -itis (inflammation). Other combinations
include the terms “Proctocolectomy” ([lpwktokoAektoun) (Procto
+ colon + -ectomy), “Proctology” (IIpwktoAoyia) (proktos- + -logy),
and “Proctoscopy” (IIpwktookdTnoig) (proktos + - scopy).

The term “Sigmoid” (Ztypoeldég) derives from the Greek word
Tilypa (sigma, letter sigma) + -oid (shaped like an S, introduced in
1786).

The term “Polyp” (IToAVTovg) comes from the Greek Doric-Aeolic
word [ToAVToug (polypous, octopus, cuttlefish, from the words moAtg
(polys, many) + toV¢ (pods, foot).
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Finally, the term “Tenesmus” (Teweopdg) referring to a continual
or recurrent inclination to evacuate the bowel, derives from the
ancient Greek word teweopds (teinesmos), from the verb teivw
(teind, to stretch, to pull tight) + -eopdg (-esmos), nominal suffix.

3.4.5. Liver (hepar)

The Greek term “hepar” comes from the words “he” (where) plus
[14Bog (pathos, passion). This word gave origin to many derivatives
including hepatic enzymes, “hepatitis” (Hepar + the suffix -itis
denoting inflammation), “hepatomegaly” (from hepar and peydiog
Megas, big), “hepatectomy” (from hepar and - extour) (ectomy, to
remove), and “Hepatic artery”.

The word “artery” derives from the word Aépag (aeras, air) and
the verb Tnpw (tiro, to keep), as the ancient Greeks considered the
arteries to be full of air (because arteries were empty during the
dissection of cadavers).

The widely used term “pyleo” derives from the word ITOAn (pyli,
entrance, gate). Consequently, the term “pyleophlebitis” is derived
from pyleo plus the word ®A¢Ba (phleba, vein) and the sulffix -itis
(denoting inflammation).

The Homeric word “Aof6g” (lovos) used in the epic poems “Iliad”
and “Odyssey” (9 th -century BC) was adopted and used in modern
Greek as it is. This word gave birth to the English medical term “lobe”
related to a given anatomic division [30].

The term “cirrhosis” derives from the word Kippdg (kirros)
(kitrinos) meaning yellow (jaundice) and the suffix-osis.

The term “Ascites” comes from the word Aokdg (askos) meaning
bag, depicting the bag-like shape of an abdomen.

The term “Peliosis” (hepatic) comes from the Greek IleAidg
(pelios), i.e. discolored by extravasated blood, livid, and the Latinized
genitive case of the Greek hepar.

The word “Xanthelasma” (EavBédacpa) derives from the ancient
Greek word &av06¢ (xanthds, yellow) + the word &lacpa (élasma,
metal plate).

Greek mythology also describes some important characteristics
of liverphysiology. For example, the ability of the liver to regenerate
was hypothesized by the ancient Greeks in the well-known myth of
Prometheus.

3.4.6: Biliary tract

The prefix chol(e) derives from the Greek word XoAn (choli)
meaning bile. In modern medicine, several words are derived directly
from the word bile such as bile duct, bilious ascites, and hemobilia,
even though the prefix XoAr (chole) is used in the formation of terms
referring to the biliary tract, e.g., “cholecystitis” (chole, cyst and - itis),
“cholangitis” [chole, angio (vessel) and -itis], “choledochal” [chole,
docheion (pot, container)] “cholelithiasis” [chole, lithos stone) and
the suffix of action -asis], “cholestasis” (chole, bile, and stasis standing
still), cholangiography (cholangio + - graphy), “choledocholithiasis”,
and “choledochotomy”.

The term “Cholangiopancreatography” (endoscopic) xoAayyeto-
maykpeatoypaia (Evéookomikn) derives from the Greek word EvSo-
(endo- within) plus the word -scopic (ockom®, observe, inspect).

The term “choledochocele” derives from choledochous and cele
(hernia) denoting the protrusion of a focally dilated, intramural
segment of the distal common bile duct into the duodenum. The
term chol(e) also gave origin to the word “melancholy” (melancholia,
peAayyoAia) used in psychiatry.

The literal meaning of the hormone “cholecystokinin” is chol(e)-
cyst-kinin (move), denoting the stimulation of the gallbladder to
contract.

The term “empyema” of the gallbladder comes from the prefix en-
(or -em) (in, into) and the word pyon (pus) indicating a gallbladder
full of pus [31].

prefix lav (pan, all) + Kpéag (kreas, flesh). Literally means “entirely
flesh”, reflecting the homogeneous flesh consistency of the organ.

The term “Pancreatitis” (ITaykpeatitig) represents a combining
form of pancreas + -itis (inflammation) a term coined in 1824
by George Pearson Dawson. The term “Necrotizing pancreatitis”
(Nekpwtikn maykpeatitig) derives from the Greek verb Nekpovw
(nekrono, to mortify) and means the diffuse or patchy necrosis
(deadness) of the pancreatic parenchyma.

The term “pseudocyst” is derived from the prefix pseudo, meaning
false, lying, falsely, deceived, and the Greek word cyst (kystis). In Attic
dialect the prefix pseudo, means to deceive, cheat, or be false, often
regardless of intention. It represents a word of uncertain origin.

In modern gastroenterology, the term “endoscopic (from
Evdo, endo-, inside and Xkom® scopo, to observe) retrograde
cholangiopancreatography” (Ev8ookomikr] avioboa xoAayyelo-
maykpeatoypa@ia) is referring to the procedure of imaging of the
cholangio- and pancreas where -graphy (graphein) means to depict
or to delineate.

The term “Parenchyma”, (Tapéyyvpa) derives from the Greek
verb Mapeyxéw (parenkhein, to pour in).

The term “glucose” comes from the Greek word [AgVkog
(gleukos), meaning sweet wine.

The term “TAukaydvo” (glucagon), derives from “gluco”’- and
“geno” meaning to give birth. Other terms include “somatostatin”
(Zwpa, soma, body, and Ztdotg, stasis, stop), “pancreatic polypeptide”
(poly-, many and peptide, peptidio (protein ingredient), and
“enzymes” [(en- and zyme) (ferment and leavened to describe a
process)].

The word “sphincter” derives from the ancient Greek word
Tuykmp (sphincter, band, lace, anything that binds tight). For the
first time, the term was used in an anatomical sense by Galen. Other
terms include “Sphincteroplasty” (o@iyktnpo- mAactikn) of the
0ddi sphincter, and “Endoscopic sphincterotomy” (evSookoTtikr
GELYKTNPOTOUT]).

Finally, the term “Tone” (Tévog) derives from the Greek word
Tévog (tonos, vocal pitch).

3.4.8. Digestive Oncology

The term “Oncology” (Oykoloyia) meaning the scientific study
of tumors (1857), was coined in English from the Greek words Oyko-
(onco-, tumor) + the suffix - logy (science or study of, to speak, or to
give an account).

The term “Neoplasm” (NedémAaopa) is also of Greek origin and
derives from the adjective Néog (neos, new) and IMAdopa (plasma,
anything formed or molded), literally meaning something newly
formed. The terms “Neoplastic” (NeomAaopatikos), and “Neoplasia”
(NeomAaoia) are derived from the words Neo- (neo-, new) + mAdopa
(plasma). The term was coined by the German physiologist Karl
Friedrich Burdach (1776-1847).

The word “Carcinoma” derives from the word karkinos (kapkivog)
which Hippocrates first used to describe breast cancer due to its
shape which resembles a crab.

Most of the neoplasms in digestive oncology have names of Greek
origin. All have the same noun-forming suffix -oma. Therefore, the
term “adenocarcinoma”(adevokapkivwpa) is derived from the noun
A8évag (adenas, gland) and the aforementioned word karkinos.

The term “Hemangioma” (Awpayyeiwpa) comes from hema (Aipa,
blood) and angeion (Ayyeiov, vessel).

The term “Hepatoma” (Hndtwpa) derives from the Greek word
‘Hmtap (liver) +-oma.

The term “neuroendocrine tumor” has taken its name from nevro
(nerve) the prefix endo- (intra-) and the noun ekrisis (discharge).
More examples of malignant disorders are represented by the terms
“cystadenoma” (kysti, cyst, + adenoma), “cystadenocarcinoma”

3.4.7. Pancreas (xvotadevokapkivwpa), and “cholangiocarcinoma” (xoAayyeto-
The ancient Greek word Idykpeag (pancreas), comes from the kapkivwpo).
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The term “mesenchymal hamartoma” (peceyyvpatikod
apdptwpa) derives from the Greek word hamartia (apaptia), which
means foul or sin, and in medicine is used to reveal a developmental
defect of the body.

The suffix -blastoma used in pediatric oncology derives from
the term blastos (bud). Examples are “hepatoblastoma” and
“pancreatoblastoma” (hepar + blastoma), from the Ancient Greek
word BAdotn (blastos, sprout, germ) or féAAw (valo, push, throw) +
{otnpt (istimi put) + -wpa (-oma, suffix meaning a state or a condition
eg disease condition).

“Metastasis” (Metdotaots) is a term deriving from the prefix
meta- (after, beyond) and the noun -stasis (stand) meaning a new
distal location, a removing, removal, migration, a changing, change,
revolution, or from peBiotaval (methistanai, to remove, to change, or
from petd (meta), here indicating change + histanai, to place, cause to
stand. The word means removal or change.

The term “Sarcoma” (Zdpkwpa), a fleshy substance according
to Galen, a harmful tumor of the connective tissue, etymologically
derives from the Greek word Zapé (sarx, flesh) + the suffix -oma. First
recorded in 1804.

The term “Scirrhous” cancer (Zxippog or Zkipog) derives from the
Greek word Zkippog (skirrhos) which means hard tumor.

Finally, the Greek word “Tylosis” (TUAwotg, tuldsis), a
predisposing factor for esophageal carcinoma, derives from the word
TUAoG (tulos, knob or callus) + the suffix-osis.

4., Discussion

In this description, we included the most important
andcommonly used words and medical terms in the international
gastroenterological literature that have been transferred from Greek
to English without any kind of modification. The search revealed
more than one thousand words and their derivates referring to a huge
number of gastroenterological situations, diseases, and therapeutic
interventions. We believe that reading the text will make the readers,
whether they know the Greek language or not, more familiar with
the words and terms that they do not know the exact etymology and
meaning of. As a consequence, a better understanding of these words
and terms would greatly facilitate the accurate expression and true
rendering of their meaning in every medical description. In addition,
the analysis of the etymology and meaning of these words will
facilitate our daily practice and enable us to perform more efficiently.

The Greek language gave origin to the basic anatomic,
physiological, biological, and surgical terms in current use. The
expressive richness of a given language is based on the number of
words, their meanings, and their ability to form derivatives and
compounds. The Greek language certainly harbors these virtues, as it
combines even the foreign words that it naturalized and forms from
them abundant derivatives and compounds. Moreover, the structure
of the Greek language has some more specific characteristics
facilitating the understanding of medical words and terms. Also,
the Greek language is specialized in creating complex words with
incredible potential uses, thus multiplying the vocabulary.

The Greek prefixes and suffixes will facilitate the interpretation
of the large volume of medical terms. Understanding the prefixes,
roots, and suffixes of the Greek terminology leads to an accurate and
comprehensive scientific medical language where the word is self-
explanatory, reflecting its eternal semantics. It is amazing how the
Greek language itself constantly teaches us how to write correctly.
Having many letters for the same sound (e.g. 1, , v, €4, o, etc.) not
only make any difficulty but on the contrary, should help us to write
more correctly. It is a shocking feeling to speak and at the same time
to realize what exactly we are saying. In every language, there are two
elements, the signifier (the word) and the signified (the meaning). In
the Greek language, these two senses have a primary relationship,
as unlike in other languages, the signifier is not a random series of
letters.

To better clarify the meaning of the above-mentioned remarks,
some examples of gastrointestinal terms and words widely used in

everyday clinical practice will be further commented. So, the word
“endoscopy” is derived from the Greek prefix”endo” (Ev§o-) meaning
“within” and the verb “skopein” (Xxomeilv), “to view or observe”. The
resulting word perfectly conveys the meaning and purpose of this
gastrointestinal procedure, as the verb Zkomelv (“skopein”) means
not simply to look, but rather to view, to act properly [32]. Complex
words, derivatives, and combinations of Greek terms cover the field
of gastroenterology [33,34].

Despite the significant shift to the English language, it is still
prevalent among doctors that when they need a new compound
word they turn to Greek terminology, although it is claimed that some
Greek words could be expressed in an English equivalent [35].

The field of Gastroenterology encompasses a large body of Greek
terminology. Several medical terms are derived from the organs’
appearance, consistency, size, content, or origin [36]. For example,
the Greek word trauma (tpavpa) has been transferred into the
English literature without modification and derives from the verb
Awtitpalvew (diatitreno), meaning to “penetrate”. Similar terms
include the words Stdyvwotg (diagnosis), from the verb Alaytyvwokw
(diagignosko), meaning to discriminate; cOuntwpa (symptom), from
the verb ovumintw (sympipto), meaning to coincide; and the terms
KAwwkdg (clinical) and KAwwr (clinic), deriving from the noun KAivn
(klini), meaning bed [32]. Awareness of anatomical etymologies may
enhance considerably the understanding of human anatomy [37].

In conclusion, a significant part of some of the greatest
achievements in the history of man regarding the fields of science,
literature, philosophy, arts, and architecture was communicated in
Greek. Certainly, this reality is more evident in the ancient world,
although in the recent three centuries the Greek language also
greatly contributed to the development of science and other aspects
of life including the Renaissance, French, and American Revolutions,
and modern science [35]. Scholars famous all over the world such
as Newton, Leibniz, and Goethe spoke and wrote in Greek. As was
suggested by a number of authors “..the modern language of
medicine basically represents the ancient Greek language transcribed
into Latin...” [36]. Current and future researchers should bear in mind
the Greek legacy when trying to find out new words and terms to
describe their scientific achievements [38].
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